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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—LAND FOR FARMERS'
SONS.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is he aware that a large number
of young men, sons of farmers who have
made good in the Great Southern and other
other agricultural areas of the State, have
been applying for land and have been ad-
vised that there iz no land available? 2,
Is he aware that a large traet of land, about
300,000 or 400,000 acres, lying south-east
hetween Lake Grace and Newdegate and
Ravensthorpe still remains uneclassified, and
that a considerable area of it is capable of
cloger settlement, as it contains rich mallee
sandplain with clay subsoil equal to Vietor-
inn mallée eountry? 3, If so, will he take
steps to have this land surveyed and thrown
open for selection?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No person has been advised that there is
no land available. 2 and 3, No; a rough
classification has already been made, but was
disappointing, and a detailed eclassifieation
is proceeding. Land suitable for seftlement
will be located and made available in due
course. This area, if suitable, will require
additional transport faeilities,

QUESTION—HARBOUR, ROTTNEST
ISLAND.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount has been expended
in dredging for a new harbour close to the
seltloment at Rottrest Island? 2, Do the
Government intend to proceed with the
woerk? 3, If not, why not?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No dredging for a new harbour has been
done, but dredging which cost £5,089 3s. 0d.
was éarried out to provide access to the
proposed new jetty. 2 and 3, The matter
of huilding a new jetty will be considered
when the Loan Estimates are being framed.
In the meantime the old jetty is being re-
paired.

i

QUESTION—SEAMEN'S DISPUTE.
Arming of Police.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, Did the imspector in charge of
police at Fremantle ask for rifles, bayonets,
and ball cartridge to be sent to Fremantle
on the 2nd November, 1523, to arm the civil
police with? 2, 1f not, who was responsible
for the sending of same to Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, No. 2, The Commissioner of Police on
arrival at Fremantle found that a number
of his men had been injured, some seriously.
In his view these casualities were altogether
too high, and bearing in mind that the at-
tackers outnumbered the police by eight or
ten to one and that he had no reserve he
deemed it neeessary to take such aciion as
would prevent the risk of further attack.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Why did he not
take action on the first day? Then the mnen
wonld not have been injured.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We

took action as soon as necessary, and when-

GVET necessary.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You did nof.

.

‘

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Richardson, leave of
absence for one werk granted to Mr. J. H.
Smith (Nelson) on the g1ound of urgent
private business.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Roads Closare.
2, Reserves.
" Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
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EBILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Kead a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

MOTION—NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
MENT.

To inquire by Koyal Commission.

ME.. LAMOND (Pilbara) [438]): I
move—

That in the opinion of this House a Royal
Commission should be sappointed to inquire
into the development and best means of ad-
minigtering the North and North-West por-
tions of the State.

For many years have I been of the opinion
that the Novth-West has never had fair and
sympathetic treatment, that the Governmnent
of the day have never had a definite settled
policy for developing the North-West. Dur-
ing the Scaddan regime the then Minister for
Works (Hon. W. D. Johnson) visited the
North-West with a view to making recom-
mendations to the Government as to the best
method of administering and developing that
part of the State. He recommended that a
Minister should be appointed for the North-
West. That recommendation was not
adopted. He then recommended that the
Government should appoint an engineer for
the North-West, and that the whole of the
activities of that part of the State should
come under that officer’s supervision. This
recommendation was adopted, and the sys-
tem prevailed for a few years. Then, with
a change of Governmncnt, Mr. Colebateh, a
member of the Lefroy Government, visited
the North-West with a view to changing the
administration. He recomwmnended thet there
should be a North-West Department under
the control of a Minister, and that a com-
missioner should be appointed to take up the
work of the engineer, but with much wider
powers. This recommendation was adopted,
and we have struggled under this adminis-
trative svstem for the last five or six years.
So two Governments have attempted to put
the administration of the North-West on a
eatisfactory basis, and I venture to say both
of them bave failed. A small commission of
practical men should be appointed with a
view to making recommendations, s¢ that the
development of the North-West may be
carried out in a more efficient manner, It is
very serious that the population of the
North-West shonld be slowly but surely de-
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creasing. Hecently the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr.' Angelo) told the House that in
1911 the population of the North-West was
6,546, whereas in 1924 it had dwindled to
5,422, or a decrease of 1124, 1 believe the
extension of the pastoral leases, due to the
action of another (Government, has been
chiclly responsible for this decrease in popu-
lation. It had been expecied that the pas-
toral leases would expire in 1928 and, an-
ticipating that there wonld then be a sub-
division of those huge areas, people
bung on in the North-West with a view to
taking up smaller leases. With the existing
leases extended to 1948, the question is
whether we ecan wait till those leases expire
before doing sozething to develop the North-
West, We have heard much about the vast
potentialities of the North, but what is the
use ol having that great country if we do
not intend to develop it? When an attempt
was made te exploit the dairying industry in
the North, it got a severe setback. A few
years ago a man started dairying in Broome.
He was snpplying Brooome with fresh milk,
butter and cream for a population of about
1,600 people. He bad to pay 3s. per head
per month for grazing his cattle on the com-
mon. That meant that a heifer, before she
reached productivity, would c¢ost him ap-
proximately £5, whereas at that time a dairy
cow was worth only £4. He decided to ex-
tend his business. It was his intention to
erect a cold storage chamber, with a re-
frigerating plant, at his own expense, his
object being to cxport his produce. He
applied to the Government for the resump-
tion of 2,000 acres, being portion of a lease
of about a million acres held by Streeter and
Male. Ie wanted to extend the dairying
business. The application was recommended
by the distriet surveyor, who sugzgested that
50,000 acres should be resumed from this
lease for dairying and agricultural purposes.
He said that as the area was practically un-
improved, and it was advisable to encourage
settlement in the way of dairying and agri-
culture in such an important place as
Broome, he recommended for favourable
eonsideration the resumption of an area for
general agricultural purposes. The Sur-
veyor General approved of the resumption
of 50,000 acres for dairying and agricaltural
purposes. The holders of the lease strongly
objected to the resumption. To prevent it
from going through they began to improve
the land so that by the time the matler was
brought to finality the improvements on the
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land might be more than the value of the
land, so that it would be of no use to the
Government. We know from reports that
this was the case. The local inspector re-
ported (hai the improvements whichk bhad
been effected were worth £3,280, and that
practically all of them had been effected fol-
lowing upon the attempt to resume portion
of the lease. It is impossible for anyone o
taunch ont in an industry under those condi-
tions He is hampered by string pulling or
the power of the land nabobs of the North-
West. The Commissioner of the North-West
wrote to the effect that it would be advisable
to resume only a small area of 1,000 or 2,000
acres, of pindan, or plain country. There
are thousands of acres of pindan available.
It would not be necessary to resume that
class of country if it were suitable for dairy-
ing; it was the plain country that was
wanted. Following further protests from
the holders of the Jease the Minister for
Lands decided in 1923 not to proceed any
further with the proposed resumption. I
met the applicant, Mr, King. = When he
first applied he had about 40 bead of
dairy cattle, but at the conclusion of
the negotiations the herd had grown
to 250. When he received the final
notice there was nothing left to do but io
overland his stock, which he did. Here was
a genuine attempt to establish the dairying
industry, but it received a severe setback
from an unsympathetic Government. Had
the application been Favourably received,
possibly we should have been buying our
dairy eattle from the North-West for the
group settlements instead of going to the
other States. The finest eattle in Western
Australia are bred in the North-West. The
country has been proved to bhe suitzble for
the particular industry I have referred to.
The mining industry has not received the as-
sistanee from the Government o which it is
entitled to. The North-West has produced
minerals {o the value of £2,449,755. Pil-
bara alone produced minerals to the value of
£1,497,906, made up as follows:—Blaek tin,
5,684.59 tons, valued at £515,189; tantalite,
93.55 tons valued at £13,464; copper ore
46.87 tons. valued at £866; asbestos, 876.91
tons valned at £37,885. The small popula-
tion of the North-West has, therefore,
achicved wonderful results. All their ener-
gies have not bzen focussed on mining,
for wool growing is also a big industry
there. With a little assistance numbers of
payable shows could be developed in the
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North-West. They are not being worked be-
cause they are beyond the purse of the aver-
age prospector. Most of these shows were
abandoned by companies chiefly because the
réels were small or the lodes were smail, It
was impossible for smaller men to ecarry on
because they got below water level. If pump-
ing plants were made available to prospee-
tors, these shows could be opened up and
developed. As the result of the medieal ex-
amination of miners on the eastern gold-
fields, numbers of men will be placed out of
employment there. The Government will be
confronted with the problem of finding other
employment for them. The climate of the
North-West is econdncive to good health, and
is parficularly fitted for persons suffering
from chest complaints. These miners could
be well and profitably placed in the North-
West if they were given sufficient assistance
to enable them to prospect the shows I have
referred to. In many directions we can see
the result of the unsympathetic treatment of
the North-West. I eould never understand
why the operations of the Workers’ Homes
Board were not extended to that part of the
State. . It is little wonder that people in the
North and other parts of the State flack to
the metropolitan area when the conditions
there for the worker are so much better than
they are in the North, The matter should re-
ceive the immediate attention of the Govern-
wment. Many workers in the North-West
have asked me to make representations to the
(Government with a view to their being pro-
vided with homes for their familics. There
is no reason why the operations of the board
should not be exiended in the way 1 have
suggested, for the security is as good as, if
not better, than that in the metropolitan
area. It is a young, a growing, and an un-
daveloped part of the State, and the valna-
tion of the homes would increase. The Gov-
ernment wonld not be taking any greater
risk in helpingz the workers there than they
would take in helping them in the metropoli-
tan area. The climate is excellent and no one
could see finer children than in the North-
West. There are thousands of tons of as-
bestos and hupndreds of shows awaiting de-
velopment. The report from Wembly on the
ashestos of the North-West is most satis-
factory. It has been referred to as being in
many cases better than tbe Canadian. The
report speaks of the number of uses to which
this asbestos is put, and the advantage that
it is to the trade. The opinion of the anthori-
ties there is worth something. During the
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present year the Lionel ashestos field was
deserted. Application was made to the Min-
ister for Mines for a little assistance and this
was granted. The assistance was small but
it bad the desired effect. To-day this field,
that was deserted six months ago, is provid-
ing a good living for 12 men. There are
many places where a liitle sympathetic treat-
ment on the part of the Government would
enable a good deal of development to be
carried ont, and it would support a fair pop-
ulation. T bave some figures dealing with
the number of sheep in the North and North-
West portion of the State. In 1918 the num-
ber of sheep was 2,524,000; in 1919, 2,222,
000; in 1920, 2,083,000; in 1921, 2,219,000;
in 1922, 2524000 and in 1923, 2,571,000,
With subdivision of suitable areas the num-
ber of sheep conld be increased by fully 50
per cent. We have proof that in the North-
West it is not the biggest area that produces
the greatest number of sheep or the greatest
quantity of wool. The improved arca does
that.  On large areas improvements are
frequently not too good. On small holdings
the carrying capacity is frequently from 25
to 30 per cent. greater than on the large sta-
tions, That is due solely to the manner in
whieh the small holdings have been de-
veloped. The quantity of wool produced in
1918 was 14,900,000 Ibs., in 1919, 13,100-
000 Ibs. and in 1924, 12,200,0001hs, The
figures show a decrease as from 1914 of
about 1,500,0001bs. Undoubtedly the drought
had something to do with that decrease. The
value of the wool in 1918 was £882,000, in
1919 £805,000, in 1920 £731,000, in 1921
£303,000, and in 1924 £1,400,000. TIn spiteof
fewer sheep and less wool, the aggregate
value of the clip has increased since 1918
by £600,000. T am sure that small holdings
for wool-growing represent the safest and
surest method of developing and populat-
ing the North-West. However, the exten-
sion of pastaral leases from 1928 to 1948
has made that prngramome impossible for at
least another 24 years, except that the Gov-
ernment might not repudiate the arrange-
ment, but negotiate with the holders of
pastoral leases for the subdivision of large
areas and throw them open for closer
settlement. A small practical Royal Com-
mission suell as T have indieated would do
much good. Tts members would he able to
seeure the evidence that is essential before
satisfactorv recommendations ean be made. T
hold that the recommendations of such a
Commission would be of great assistance to
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the Government of the State, to the people
of the North-West, and to Western Austra-
lia as a whole.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.6]: I shall
not occupy much of the time of the House
on this motion, as I trespassed on the
generosity of hon. members a fortnight ago
at some considerable length in endeavour-
ing to point out the neglect which has been
shown towards the north-western part of
the State by previous Governments, and the
absolute urgency of immediately taking up
the development of ibat portion of this
great State. There are, however, six ques-
tions hon. members should agk themselves
with regard to the North-West: Firstly,
has the North-West heen neglected? See-
ondly, is it worth developing? Thirdly, is
it safe to leave the North unpeopled?
Fourthly, ean the Government of Western
Australia develop the North? TFifthly, if
not, who should develop it? Sixthly, what
are the best methods for peopling and
developing the North? As regards the first
question, whether the North has been
neglected, the mover has referred to the
serions decrease in the population of the
North during the last deecade or 13
years. From a population of 6,546 in
1911 there was a shrinkage to 5,422
last vear. And not only in population is
retrogression seen, but also in the numbers
of stock of every kind, as shown by the
statistical returns. In horses, eattle and
sheep alike, there has been a decrease dur-
ing the last 13 years. The decrease in
sheep, I am sorry to say, during that period
amounts to nearly a quarter of a million.
We must remember, {oo, that these de-
ereases in people and alse in stock have
taken place while there have been huge
increases in population and stoek through-
oitt the southern third of Western Aus-
tralia,

The Minister for Lands: Has there not
been a drought in the North for the last
two or three years?

Mr. ANGELQ : But this decrease has
heen a steady one.

The Minister for Lands : I heard pas-
toralists say the other day that they had
lost half their stock, Thev wanted redue-
tion of rents on that account.

Mr. ANGELO: The decreases are steady.
There is something wronz when not only
human heings but also all lines of stock
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show steady decreases. Therefore I con-
sider the House should say that there 1s
something rotten in the state of the North-
West, and that the North-West has been
negiected by past Governmeuts. In reply
to the question whether the North is worth
developing, one might spend hours in quot-
ing tbe opinions of the highest authorities
as to the advisability of developing (the
North, and expressions to the effect that
the development of the North would prove
a highly payable proposition for the State
of Western Australia. I shall content my-
self with quoting a few lines from the re-
port of Mr. Hobler, Fngineer of Ways and
Means io the Federal Government. Mr.
Hobler has lived not only in Australia, but
has travelled o great deal in other parts of
the world. He knows every parf of this
continent, including Queensland, which lies
i somewhat the same latitude as our
North-West. After an exfensive tour of
the North-West, where he was sent by the
Federal Government te see whether the
land was worth developing, Mr. Hobler
made use of the following words:—

With proper development the country could
earry n great pepulation and support nuom-
bers of wealth-producing industries. A Jarge
extent of the country is suitable for closer
settlement, aud fhere is ample room in the

country for scttlers with small meana and
those with large means,

That is Lo say, Mr. Hobler considers the
North-West not enly a rich man’'s country,
but also a country where a small man
shonld be able to make a decent living.
Mr. Tlohler goes on to say—

Piecomeal settlement on a small seale is
virtrally an economie impossibility. The in-
avitable igoiation would be an almost insuper-
able bar to success. To develop the country
fully. harbours, rajlways, roads, telegraphs,
telephones, water conservation, and Govern-

ment ex-erimental farms are a neeessary re-
quirement.

That is the opinion of, I should say, the
highest authority on the subject in Aus-
tralia to-day. If it were possible, in addi-
tion, 10 obtain the reports of some of onr
own experts, men like Mr. Crawford, Mr.
Despeissis, Mr. Moody, and Mr. Hampshire,
to mention only a few names, members
would be greatly interested. Unfortunately,
however, those reports have been filed away
or pigeon-holed or somehow lost in tha
various departments, with the exception of
Mr. Despeissis’ book, which is still in print.
These facts show the neglectful way in
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which past Governments have treated re-
ports on the development of the North-
West emanating from their own experts. [
assure members that all those reports were
of the most highly satisfactory nature and
urged the development of the North, besides
attempting to show the best means of
development. The third question I would
submit is whether it is safe to leave the
North-West unpeopled. I shall not dwell
on that point, because of recent years we
bhave had so much said on it by authorities
who should know, and who have pointed
out the urgent necessity for pecpling our
North so as to complete the chain of de-
fence that is essential for the protection of
Australia against the thousand millions of
coloured people adjacent to our shores. The
effective development and setflement of
this great herllage of ours is a pressing and
vital necessity. The fourth question I have
to submit is, ean the Government of West-
ern Australia develop the North? Here
we have divergence of opinion. Our own
Premier, speaking some little time ago, con-
sidered that it was bevond the power of the
Government of Western Australia to
develop and people the North in a satis-
factory way. He theught it was necessavy
for the Commonwealth Government and the
British Government (o come to our assist-
ance. A\ further question which must be
asked is whether Western Australia would
logse if the North were separated trom the
southern portion. 1 elaim that Western
Australia wounld not lose if the Nortl-West
were handed over to the Commonwealth
Government.

Hon. Siv James Mitchell :
North-West gain?

Mr. ANGELQ: It would gain if the Con-
manwealth Government took it over and
spent money to people it.

The Minisier for Lands: The Common-
wealth Government would do that as long
as Western Australin would aceept the
responsibility.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about the
Northern Territory?

Mr. ANGELO: These are questions to be
answered, not by me, but by the Royal
Commission recommended by the member
for Pilbara. The fifth question is, who
should develop the North-West if Western
Australia eannot do it? That, onee more,
is a question whieh should be left to the
Royal Commission. The last question i,

Would the
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what are the best methods to adopt for
peopling and developing the North-1WVest?
The member for Pilbara has suggested the
cutfing up of pastoral leases. Cuce more.
that is a question that neither he nor I nor
any other member of the House can answer.
Ii must be left to the Royal Commission,
who would recommend after taking the
neeessary evidence.

Mr. Latham: But you say that you have
all the information from experts who have
visited the North!

Mr. ANGELQO: That information is in
connection with the possibilities of devel-
oping the North-West and making it a pay-
able proposition. That does not refer to
the questions I am putting.

Mr. Griffiths: Their reports deal with
potentialities.

The Minister for Agriculture:
your own opinion?

AMr, ANGELO: As there is a possibility
of a Royal Commission bheing appointed, I
am not likely to express my opinion until
I have seen the report and considered the
evidence.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the Royal
Commission will not know more than you
know!

Mr. ANGELQ: The first three questions
that I bave suggested might be answered
by members of this House, but when it
comes to the remaining three questions, the
matters dealt with are beyond members of
this Housc becanse of their very limited
knowledge of the subject.

Hon. G. Taylor: What sort of a Royal
Commission do you consider should under-
take the ingniry?

Mr. ANGELO: I will deal with that
directly. What do members, or even Min-
isters, know about the North-West?

Mr. Coverley: Nothing. .

Mr. ANGELO: We know that it takes
at least a moiith to go to Wyndham and re-
turn by boat, calling at a few ports en
route.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
four members representing the North.

Mr. Coverley: What weight do we carry?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are always
willing to listen to you.

Mr. ANGELO: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion is quite right. The House listens to
members from the North, but darned little
is done as a result.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is not so-

What is
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Mr. ANGELQ: We are like a voice erying
in the wilderness and are in much the same
position as are the five Western Australian
mewbers of the Federal House of Represen-
tatives. - We suffer from the same disabili-
ties in the North owing to the dislance from
the seat of government.

The Minister for Liands: That is hardly
fair in view of what you have had at Car-
narvon.

Mr. ANGELO: What have we had?

The Minister for Lands: The expenditure
of hundreds of thousands of pounds.

Mr. ANGELO: I hope the Minister will
have an opportunity of giving evidence be-
fore the Royal Commission and of being
eross-examined. '

The Minister for Lands: I will mention
£50,000 spent on the meat works for a start.

Mr. ANGELO: And the Government have
the meat works, while the money subseribed
by different pecople has gone forever. Kip-
ling once said, “What do they know of
Englind, who only England know®’  Thas
is most applicable to the question before us
now. What do the people of Western Aus-
tralia know of Western Australiay What
do the members of this House know about
the two-thirds of Western Australia that
15 situated north of the 26th parallel?

Mr. Latham: We can’t get people here
quickly enough.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 do not suppose that five
per eent of the members of this Chamber
have been beyond Geraldton.

Myr. Clydesdale: What about engaging
some aeroplanes 7

Mr. ANGELO: How many Ministers
have been north of the 26th parallel? Very
few indeed.

Mr. Latham: Well, change the Govern-
ment !

Mr. ANGELO: Past Governments have
been equally as remiss as the present Qov-
ernment.

The Minister for Lands: Five of the pres-
ent Ministry have Yicen north of the 26th
parallel.

Mr. ANGELO: On a joy ride to Singa-
pore; you called in at a few ports.

The Minister for Lands: That is not so.

Mr. ANGELO: The Minister for Lands
saw very little of the North-West,

The Minister for Lands: I saw Carnarvon
but I did not see your plantation. You took
good care not to show us that,
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Mr. ANGELQ: If members will look at
the map of Western Australia, they will see
that about two-thirds of the State is situated
north of the 26th parallel, despite which we
bave there a population of only 5,000, as
against 360,000 in the southern portion of
the State. Throughout that two-thirds of
Western Australia, about £2,500,000 has
heen spent, representing 5 per cent. of the
total loanr indebtedness of the State. How
many members know, or have read, about tha
millions of acres of highly watered pastoral
and agricultural country thai we have in
the North? I do nof suppose many mem-
bers appreciate the fact that we have large
areas of couniry with a rainfall of 60in.
per annum,

Mr. Lindsay: Then why has it not been
settled?

Mr. ANGELQ: Because of the unsym-
pathetie interest taken in the North by pre-
vious Governments,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not at all.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is all bosh!

Mr. ANGELO: It is not bosh and the
hon. member, as a representative of a pas-
toral constitueney, is aware of the fact.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; Now suggest
what shonld be done.

Mr. ANGELO: The member for Pilbara
{Mr. Lamond) suggested the appointment
of a Royal Commission to ascertain the best
means of developing the North.

Mr. Lindsay: What, to tell us how crops
will grow there?

Mr. ANGELQ: What more could we sug-
gest? When I refer to the umsympathetic
treatment of past Governments, we must
make allowances for the faet that we have
been attempfing to run a huge State like
this with only six Ministers. It is a physical
impossibility for so few Ministers to control
and develop a State of sueh vast
dimensions. If we take the eastern
third of Australia, we find that in Queensland
there are nine Ministers, in New South
Wales twelve Ministers, and in Vietoria nine
Ministers. Thus, to attend to the develop-
ment of the eastern third of Australia, 30
Ministers are doing the work that we ask
six Ministers to do in Western Australia.
In view of that, what else conld we expect
than what we have experienced in the past?

Hon. G. Taylor: There are three Honor-
ary Ministers as well.

Mr. ANGELO: Qnuite so, now. Bat the
present Government have hardly pot into
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their stride. I am glad to see that an at-
tempt is now being made—I am sorry that
the attempt has not been made from the
Opposition side of the Hounse—to sugpgest
something that may bave the result of caus-
ing the development of the North to be uan-
dertaken seriously.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Saorely
to God you can say what can be done! It is
a simple matier,

Hon. G. Taylor: But he can’t.

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Hobler submitted a
lony report suggesting what should be done.
Mr. Despeissis, in & pamphlet which the
Leader of the Opposition must have read,
also made suggestions, while Mr. Hampshire,
the present dairy exzpert, Mr. Moody, Mr.
Crawford and others have all submitted long
reports making suggestions as well.  For
years Governmenis have been told what they
should do.

Mr. Latham: Well, what will you gain by
having a Roya! Commission ¥

Hon. G. Taylor: Seeing that we know all
about it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
you would do.

Mr. ANGELO: At any rate, if something
is not done quickly, T am afraid the matter
will be taken out of our hands by some other
authority. I feel that the Commonwealth
and Imperial Governments will not aliow the
present state of affairs to continue. Here
we have a huge coastline of some 2,000 miles,
with a population af only 5,000 people. It
represents the greatest menace that the Em-
pire has from a defence standpoinf. It is
the weakest link in the chair of Empire de-
fence. Will the present position be put np
with much longer? No.

The Minister for Lands: It is not for the
State to provide for defence.

Mr. ANGELQO: That is what I am con-
tending. It is the duty, however, of the
Government, either directly or by means of
a Royal Commission, to point out to the Fed-
eral and Imperial Governments that Western
Anstralia is incapable of looking after the
North. We have not got the money. It is
the duty of Aastralia to undertake this work,
and the daty should be handed over to the
Commonwealth.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are doing
just as well here as is the Administration of
the Northern Territory.

Mr. Latham: Much better.

Tell us what
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Mr, ANGELO: For the first time since
I bave been in the Flouse a suggestion is
made that means something tangible.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : It does not mean
anything of the sort.

The Premier: It will cost a good deal of
money.

Mr. ANGELQO: Perbaps some members
will say, during the debate, that the Govern-
ment should make the necessary investiga-
tions. How is it possible for a Government,
whose time ig wholly taken up in the admin-
istration of one-third of the State, to make
adequate inquiries regarding the northern
two-thirds of the State?  Ministers have
more than enough to do at present. They
are endeavouring to cope with work that is
done by four times as many Ministers in the
Eastern States.  If this is work that the
Government could do, why was the Royal
Commission on Prices, or any other Royal
Commission, appointed? As a matter of
fack, it is not humanly possible for Ministers
to carry on their present work and at the
same time make inquiries concerning a sub-
ject such as that now under discussion. It
may be suggested that a select commitlee
could be appointed, but, on the other hand,
this is o most important question. What
we are asking for is really the appointment
of a North-West disabilities commission. Tt
will be a long inquiry and a most arduous
one.
most important one and, in the cireum-
stances, 1 consider that a select committee
should not carry out the work. The report
conld not possibly be finalised before the
House adjourned, after which the select
commiftee could not carry on. In my opinion
a Royal Commission is absolutely necessary.
Tt is imperative that the Government should
have such an inquiry made. The Common-
wealth Government cannot permit one-fifth
of Australia to remain idle, constituting a
serious meanace to the whole Empire; and
something must be done at once. I hope the
Government will agree to the mofion in
favour of the appointment of a Roval Com-
mission and that subsequently they will take
the report into serious consideration,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
(Hon. W. C. Angwin—North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.27]: I did not infend to take
part in the debate this afternoon, but after
listening to the unfair remarks of the mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo), I think it

The report to be furnished will bhe a-
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wiser that something should be said in re-
ply.

Hon. G. Taylor: Carnarven is only a sub-
urb in the North-West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Gaseoyne should be the last to
complain of the treatment of that part of
the North-West. Western Australia has in-
curred very large expenditure in the Gas-
coyne distriet.

Mr. Angelo: Not as much as the pas-
toralists themselves. They put up £50,000.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
take out the Wyndham Meat Works from
the expenditure in the North, it will be found
that more has been spent in the Carnarvon
aren than in the rvest of the North put to-
gether. I remember hearing the member for
Gascoyne speaking on several occasions of
the great possibilities of the North-West
They have yet to be proved. I have visited
the North-West and on one occasion accom-
panied the hon. member and the then Co-
lonial Secretary (Mr. Broun), We had the
pleasure of examining large areas that were
thought to be suitable for intense enlture and
the produetion of such tropical products as
peanuts, bananas, pineapples and so on,
land lo produce tropieal products to supply
Australia. The Government of the day de-
cided to assist and fo enter into arrange-
ments to prove whether this could be done.
We know the result. It was a disaster.

Mr. Angelo: You are quite wrong. You
should go up there now and sec.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let me
read a letter from a gentleman who knows a
good deal about that part of the State. hav-
ing lived there for a number of years.

Mr. Lamond: Are yon going fo condemn
the whole of the North-West on that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
letter reads—

I have yours of the 7th May, 1925; also
your subseauent wire in reply to mine stating
that T had inquirers for some of the plant.
In your wire you stated that Mr, Singleton
was making a proposition which you would
prefer, could it be arranged, to selling the
iplant piecemeal. T have since received Mr.
Singleton’s letter and am replying to him by
current mail to the effect that we cannot
entertain it. We have spent a lot of money
in the past on irrigation in cndeavours to
grow various things here without any ade-
quate return, and cannot sce our way to enter
into anything of that kind again. Tn your
letter of the 7th inst. you state that the Lands
Deparment wounld wish to know for what pur-

pose the land would be used, as they consider
it sujtable for intense cultivation. I am afraid
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that if they will not consider a relaxation of
the original conditions, the block will be
no good to us. I was under the impression
that in consideration of the amount of money
the late company had spent on the land, and
the heavy logses they had sustained, tie Gov-
ernment werg prepared to grant them an un-
conditional title so as to cuable them by a sale
to recoup themsclves to some small extent. It
would only have been fair. Hampered with
the original conditions or obligations anywhere
approaching those entailed in same will make
the blocks unsaleable, I am afraid, unless
there are still some optimists who cling to
hanana growing.

Hon. (. Taylor: That is a bit pointed.

The MINTSTER FOR LAXNDS: The let-
ter continues:—

For our own part we would not look at the
proposal, Our idea was, thinking that an un-
conditional transfer could be made, to pur-
chase the area chiefly as an adjunet to our
dairving and butchering business. We would
have sunk a well, perhaps two, installed wind-
mills thereon, grown a little fodder such as
lucerne, ete., by irrigation, and at the same
time experimented with certain imported fod-
ders when the scason was favourable, with the
object of inereasing the earrying capacity of
the land, looking to the agistment of our
dairy and butchering steck for return. TFor
these purposes the price snggested, coupled
with the expense of iustailing water supply
and repairing or practically re-erecting the
fencing, would have been quite high enough,
but if on top of this we had to wundertake
obligations of expenditure, either now or later
on, to comply with intense cultivation condi-
tions, we regret we must drop out. It is a
matter we eannot be too careful about at the
present stage, as if any offer we make now
and on which the transfer were to bhe gzraunted
could, at a later date, be construed into an
obligation te ewltivate the land, we might
find the blocks costing us far more than they
were worth. We are already holding some
blocks closer to the town on conditional pur-
chase, and no doubt will have to honour the
conditions, although others taken up at the
some fime are being dropped all round us jin
the light of experience gained by ourselves
and others of the futility of trying te grow
eertain products in the face of severe local
disabilities of climate, The obsession still ¢x-
isty that 30 to 30-aere blocks will prove a
living for men under cuitivation. Time will
prove that lines such as bananas, which would
return sufficient on such small areas ii sue-
cessful, are impossible here, and the ounly way
to utilise the land for earrying more people
is by giving them sufficient to make a snceecs
of the one proven industry, ie., sheep raising
in some form or gther—hreeding or {attening.

Mr. Stubbs: Who wrote that letter ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do not
think it wise to mention the name, but I am
prepared fo tell the hon. member privately,
if he so desires.
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Lient.-Colonel Denton: That refers to only
one portion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T shall
deal with the other portion presently.

Mr, Angelo: That is quite true about the
south side of the river,

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I wish to
refute the unfair charges of the member for
Gascoyne. The letter contives—

For this purpose several hundred aeres is
the minimum possible, and this woull hie only
pustible to those who are preparad, by intro
during some imported fodders superior to
those indigenous to the district, to improve
the carrying capacity of the land. Irrigation
under loca] conditions is too expensive on &
large seale for private enferprise. I fear it
will take the authoritics some time to realise
this, and in the meantime I presume they will
insist on their intense cultivation stunts.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Are you going
to lay that letter on the Table?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Mr. Angelo: Since that was writien we
have had suceessful settlement in the North.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
pointing out that the intense enltivation
stant was encouraged by the Government
of the day at the instigation of and through
the pressure brought to bhear in this House
by the member for Gascoyne.

Mr. Angelo: And it will be a suceess yet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
letier T have quoted was written by a gentle-
man who spent years of his life and held
official positions there, and for all T know
he may still he there. He thorcughly un-
derstands the conditions.

Mr. Latham: I think we shonld have his
name so that we may judge whether he is
competent to express an opinion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T had the
pleasure of discussing the question of the
North-West development at & eonference in
Melbourne. A proposition was placed be-
fore ws for steps fo open up and develop
the northern portion of Australia. I realise,
as does the member for Pilbara, that at
present this is more than the Stafe can ae-
complish. We have not the money to enahle
us to develop the North-West in the manner
that we consider it shonld be done. We
can Jrrocced only little by little with the
verv small amount of money we have to
prove whether it is possible to develop the
North on a large seale. After the matter
had heen diseussed at the Melbourne con-
ference for some time, it was proposed that
& commission should be appointed consisting
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of three representatives of the Common-
wealth, one representative of Queensland,
and one of Western Australia. 1 asked
how the commission would manage in West-
ern Anustralia when there was no possibility
of altering the tenure of the pastoral held-
ings, exeept for agrieultural purposes. The
other representatives at the conference were
rather surprised to find that the pastoralists
held their leases until 1943, but they said
there might be some means to overcome that
difficulty. Personally I do not see how the
diffieulty could be overcome, unless we vio-
lated the Aet which, when it was being con-
sidered in this House, I said was wrong.
The idea then was that the Commonwealth
Government should present estimates for
the development of the area, the estimates
to be presented to the Parliaments of the
Commonwealth, Western Auwstralia and
Queensland, and to be approved by each
of them. Western Australia was to bear
the responsibility for expenditure in Western
Australia under the commission.

Mr, Teesdale: '"Twas ever thus.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: The
commission would not be able to ex-
pend money unless the Western Australian
Parliament approved of it. That provision
was inserted as a safegvard, but that spoilt
the whole proposition as regards the com-
mission having eontrol of the development
of the northern portion of Australia. Mr.
Theodore then offered what I considered was
the best suggestion put forward, and at the
time the Prime Minister was thoroughly in
accord with it, that there should be a pro-
visional Glovernment started in the North-
West, and that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should find all the money for its devel-
opment and for public works, ete. The
Commonwealth was to be respensible for the
payment of interest, but when the area had
been developed to such an extent that the
residents eould carrv on a Government of
their own, the debt was to be transferred
to the Government of the North-West, just
as was done with Queensland when it first
formed a colony. T thought that would be
approved of, but another alteration has hesn
made, and the Commonwealth authorities
have returned to the commission proposal.
The Federal Parlinment has an Aect on its
statute-book providing for the appointment
of a commission, on which Western Ans-
tralian and Queensland can have represen-
tation if they think fit. There was a little
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controversy about the proposal in the Press.
I was surprised when I returned to West-
ern Australia to find that the cbairman of
the Disabilities Commission had been bring-
ing the matter before the publie. I thought
we had diseussed it in confidence. Kven to-
day the Western Australian Government do
not know oo what terms and conditions the
State, if it so desired, could join in the com-
mission with the Federal and Queensland
authorities, That would depend almost en-
tirely upon the decision of Parliament, for
the Government could not do anything in
that direction without the consent of Parlia-
ment. I told the Commonwealith authorities
that in my opinion neither the people of
Western Australia nor the people of the
North-West wonld agree to hand over to the
Federal Government territory from this
State to be dealt with in the same manner as
they had dealt with the Northern Territory.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course they
would nof.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I pointed
out that it was a question the people would
have to decide; it would have to be decided
under the Constitution whether they would
favour a separate State for the northern
portion of Western Australia, The first idea
was that the State should carry on the
schools, health, hospitals and poliee in the
North-West, but all the revenue that was
received was to be applied to the payment
of interest on the public works carried out.
Thus the cost to the State would continue;
we would meet all the expenditure, but the
whole of the revenue would be collected by
the ecommission. I do net know what the
upshot of the Federal measure will be, be-
caunse it was passed only last session and
there has not been time to disenss it with
the Federa]l and Queensland Governments,
In the “Financial News” the other day T
noticed that Sir George Buchanan, the en-
gineer, on his return to London, recom-
mended: that the means of transportation for
the Northern Territory should be ecarried to
the Eastern States and not to Western Aus-
tralia.. Whether that was a full statement
of his opinion, I cannot say. It would mean,
however, that this State would be burdened
with very heavy expense to provide interest
and sinking fund on the large outlay required
to open up the North-West with railways
and roads, particularly for defence pur-
poses, and the State would have very little
say regarding the expenditure of the money.
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We cannot rush in iike a bull at a gate;
we must exercise care in the steps we take
and know exactly what is wanted. Above
ull things whai is required in the North-
West is a proper classifieation of its lands.
There is no officer in the department that
can tell us anything about the North-West
in that respect; no one ean tell us whether
it comtains good land or bad land, or
whether there is land that is suitable for
tropical agriculture or for grazing. That
is beeause no officer has ever had a proper
opportunity of going through the country.
It would pay the State to send two or three
parties there, and keep them there at the
continuous work of investigation.

Mr. Latham: And then you would send
two or three other men afterwards and they
would give you a different repuort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members are aware that n company wanted
3,000,000 acres of land in the North, but
they would not wait until we made a
classification. The only report that the
Government had, so far as a portion of the
North-West is concerned, is one that has
been made in respect of only a small por-
tion of that territory.

Mr. Teesdale: And the oflicer who made
it admitted that it was hurriedly done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is a
glowing report, and people reading it wonld
come to the conclusion that the country it
referred to was a paradise. Other depart-
mental officers are loth to believe that the
land, as it has been described in that re-
port, actnally exists. We should know pre-
cisely where all the good Jand is and for
what purposes it can be used.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And you must
have a knowledge of the rainfall.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
should be esperimental plots. There are
many places in Western Australia where it
is necessary we should have population, and
it should be farmed experimenially for the
purpose of learning whether it would be
possible to inerease our wheat-growing
areas. If we knew what the rainfall was in
those places, we should probably know
whether it would be safe to carry on farm-
ing operations there.

Mr. Latham: You want an experimental
plot at Ravensthorpe.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
know all about Ravensthorpe; we want tn
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know something about the country east of
Ravensthorpe where there is 3,000,000 acres
of land but where we know nothing about
the rainfall, We have beard about the
decrease in the number of stock in the
North, but I do not think it is fair {o make
comparisons at this juncture because it is
generally known, particularly regarding the
Kimberleys, that there has been great
mortality in respect of stock in the last
few years owing to want of rain.

Mr. Angelo: There are very few sheep
in the Kimberleys.

Mr. Coverley: It is a
drought there.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
North-West of our State is the weakest
link in Australia and it is the duty of the
Federal Guvernment to come to our assist-
ance and strengthen that link. We, with
our small population, eannot possibly do
anything. The JMinister for Agrieulture
asked lhe DPrime Minister straight ouf
where the money was to eowe from, but we
have not bad a reply of any kind.

second year’s

The Minister for Agrieulture: He talked,
just talked.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have no
idea what Cabinet proposes to do with re-
gard to the suggested Commission. I have
not discussed the matter with the Premier,.
but 1 do say that the North must receive
the attention of the people of Australia as
a whole. 1t is not a question that 360,000
people ean tackle, We have not the funds.
The people of Western Australia have dona
all they possibly could to develop the
North-West. If the Government had the
money they would spend more in the North,
but not having it, they ecannct do so. The
Government are at their wits’ ends at the

"present time to find money to carry out

works that are already in hand. It is the
duty of the Federal Government to assist
us to strengthen our North.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: All the eoast
line round Australia requires strengthen-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
North-Western part needs it most of all. I
think Admiral Jellicoe pointed that out.
That being so, it is in the interests of the
whole of Australia and not Western Aus-
tralia that the weak link should be
strengthened.
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MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne} [553]: 1
have never known the Minister for Lands
say so much, in such a sbort time, and with
which 1 have been able to agree. I defy
anyone that knows anything about the
North—not anyone who has slipped through
it like some people have done in the space
of about five minutes and then proceeded to
talk about it—to take exception to a single
word that has been uttered by the Minister
for Lands. It is the most useless thing in
the world to attempt to deal with any of
the Novth-West preblems by means of a
Royal Commission. Such a thing would be
jeered at, gibed at and made 2 laughing
stock.

Mr. Lamond: No more a langhing stock
than you are.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr., Lamond: You are a pretty sort of
Charlie Chaplin, you are!

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TEESDALE: This beautiful member
of ours from Pilbara gets into a state of
excitement over the North. Ie represents
only a part of the North and he dares to
champion the whele of it. There is a small
place called Roebourne, small but import-
ant, where he is not even known. I assure
the House that any scheme for the develop-
ment of the North-West is too big a pro-
position for the State Governmeri to tackle.
The longer I represent the North, and the
more I know of it, the more I am eonvineerl
that that is so. I do not take second posi-
tion to any two men in this House in
respect of the knowledge 1 have of the
North, and in respect of hard work, good
old solid yacker. In this regard I will back
myself against any two members in this
House. Knowing that, I can unhesitatingly
declare that we cannot tackle the North-
West by way of any Royal Commission.
We have in the past had what has been
only a miserable and wretched pittance at
the hands of the Government. 1 do not
expeel the present Government te do any
more than was done by the previous Gov-
ernment or Governments hefore that. What
those Governments did for the North-West
was {utile, no value whatever. It is hope-
less, with the small amount that they can
place at our disposal, to expzet to be able to
tackle this gigantic proposition. We must
have a chartered company; we must have
unlimited eapital; we want at least a
couple of millions of money to enable us to
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gridiron our coast with railways. I know
that as soon as I refer to railways for the
North-West people will declare, “Do not
mention railways” I admit that we have
had a dreadfu] tragedy in the shape of a
railway from Port Hedland to Marble Bar
and 1 often wish to God that it had never
been built. 1t iz a dreadful sewer, a sink
tbat sucks away good sovereigns every year,
and it is always thrown up to me as a
splendid illustration against baving any more
railways built in the North. I de not won-
der at it. That railway is worked about three
times 2 week, and what for? To-day shear-
ers go about in motor bikes and in ears,
They did not do that in times gone by and
those are the days that I have in mind.

Mr, Panton: Ah! Those were the days.

Mr. TEESDALE: Yes, they were the
days when you met solid, hard workers, men
who did not indulge in cheap sneers like the
member for Pilbara who is as vet a fledg-
ling. His experience is like that of the fly
that hops about from dandelion to dande-
lion engaged in one partieular employment.

Mr. Lamond: I have done more legitimate
work than yon in the North.

Mr. TEESDALE: No, and I do not know
that yon have had muneh experience of the
world either.

Mr. Lamond: I did not remain in the
towns like you-did.

Mr. TEESDALE: He comes along with
a request for a Royal Commission! What
shall we get from it? We did have a re-
putable member man in this House repre-
senting the Norih and God forbid that I
should cast a reflection on him now. His
absence is a great loss, and had I thought
that he would have gone out, I would have
readily gone out instead of him. He tramped
it from Queensland to this State and we all
had the greatest respeet for him. He was
a man, too, that roughed it on 30s. a week
and finished up in a sohd position after
having put up with the life and hardship
of the bush and the misery of tinned tucker
that to-day would be thrown to the dogs. I
always listened to him with the greatest re-
spect. And the electors put another in his
place! Tt wonld be a dreadful thing to have
three fellows from St. George's-terrace to
inquire into the North-West and the things
that our friend Ffrom Pilhara has been
talking about. He has been deing his best
to try to explain to the House the wonderful
potentialities—good old word that—of the
North-west, and then pleading to please give
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us one of those thrice-aceursed institutions
called Royal Commissions. Ugh! No, Mr.
Speaker!

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [6.0]: I
intend to support the motion, because every-
body who has lived for any length of time
in the northern part of the Staic must rea-
lise the necessity for taking steps to develop
that area. 'With all due respect to the pre-
vions Government, eulogised by the member
for Roehourne (Mr. Teesdale), T say that
practieallv nothing at all has been done. All
that we have had done has been the general
administration of the North carried on, the
harbounrs, wharves, police and various other
ordinary Covernment funetions. What is
all that in a vast provinee like the North?

IIon. Sir James Mitchell: You are not
able to tell us what ean he done.

My, COVERLEY: I am, and I will do
s0. 1 did so at my first attompt on the
Address-in-reply.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have never
said it yet; not since you have been here.

Mr. COVERLEY: I have, but unfortun-
ately the Leader of the Opposition was
asleep.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: He would be
but a poor specimen who was not more use-
ful asleep then you are awake.

The Minister for Agriculture: Don’t brow-
beat a young member,

Mr, COVERLEY: The chief grievance of
the North is that the adininistrators of the
North are southerners who know nothing
whatever of the North, and who have to
speid the best part of their time travelling
about trying to obtain information. The
rest of the vear they spend down in Perth
in 2 more congenial ¢limate. I do not blame
them for it while the Government allow
them to do it. The whole of the North-West
department is situated in Perth. That is not
the place for the secretary of a big concern
like the North-West, who has great influence
on Governments.  This, again, constitntes
one of the chief grievances of the residents
of the North. They are getting tired of
waiting for some step o be taken. Since
the eoming of the Federal Disabilities Com-
mission there has heen an agitation amongst
the quickly diminishing population of the
North for some form of separation. There
are various reasons whv peonle leave the
North for the more thickly populated areas
of the sonth. From mv own exnerience and
knowledge T can definitely say that thev leave
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beeanse they are not allowed to setfle in the
North. Such people go to the North, follow-
ing seasonal occupations. Up there they
quickly realise the chanecs that would be
theirs if only they were permitted to select a
decent bit of land on which to make a home
and living for themselves. But they are
denied that privilegze. They get their first
setback when they visit the local court house
and ask for a map of the district. It they
are lucky enough to be shown a map, it is
found to be five or 10 years onl of date.
Then they have to write to Perth for a later
map, and when it arrives they ean get no
information from it, for it is still years ont
of date. TUsually they are told by the Lands
Department in Perth that there are wilhons
of acres up North to select from. ITowever,
on investigation they find that the eyes of
the country have been picked out, leased to
vested interests for pastoral purposes, and
are tied up for the next 25 years, Although
there is a regulation under which that coun-
try can be resumed for agricultural pur-
poses, it is not sufficient; for persons de-
sirous of settlinz in the North, or at all
events in the Kimberleys require to
combine agriculture with grazing, and the
legisiation does not permit of the resump-
tion of the country to he re-leased for graz-
ing. That is the drawback in Kimbherley.
Applicants have aprlied for a few hundred
acres of land to be used purely far agri-
caltural purposes. However, the applica-
tions have been turned down beeause the
tovernment would not or could not afford
to send up the neccssary survey party to
mark out the area applied for. Tt is under-
stood that if a dozen or more applicants
wonld agree to seleet agricultural lands in
one loeality, the Government would then bhe
prepared to send up the necessary survey
party, However. it is diflicult to get a num-
her of applicants all wishing to select land
in the one lorality, consequently the Kim-
berlevs have lost many genunine settlers.
Any person seleeting agrienltural land up
there roquires some of the good hlack soil
country along the river frontages, where
there ave miles of it, all tied up for the next
25 vears. T agree with the member for Pil-
bara (Mr. Lamond) that we cannot afford to
wait nntil 1948 for that land. YWhen a per-
son finds that he cannot select anv country
un there, or only that which the Lands De-
partment will pick for him, he clears out
and goes somewhere else nearer civilisation;
he drifts to more thickly populated areas,
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where he can dedge the pin pricks of swivel-
chair administration from Perth, and avoid
being tined for delay in making his taxation
relurns. _

Mr. Thomson:
that{

Mr. COVERLEY: The people of the
North have been fined time and time again.
Down south the taxpayers enjoy n bi-weekly,
if not a daily mail.

Mr. Thomson:
same.

Mr. COVERLEY : But the people of the
North have only a monthly serviee, and
sometimes it is three or four months before
they receive their taxntion assessments. [
appreciate all that the past and present (ov-
ernments have tried to do for the North,
but they have only nibbled at what they call
the problem of the North. I say there s no
problem at all. The only thing that 15 re-
quired for the North is finance. Up to date
we have nol had a Government strong enough
to stand up to the task of finaneing the
North on right lines. Consequently the peo-
ple have grown tired of waiting, and are
looking for some drastic change. The North
has never had much serious attention, as
these facts will show. Take, for instance,
the pearling industry, which exports thous-
ands of tons of pearl shell, and thousands
of pounds worth of pearls annually. For a
little outlay we conld establish a pearl shell
factory in Western Australia, and thereby
add to the wealth and sccondary industriey
of the State. Tt is not for me to sav where
that factory shonld be erected, whether at
Fremantle, Perth or Broome, but T do say
that the Covernment ought to take steps to
see that this wealth is prevented from drift-
ing from the State,

Mr. Mann: A pear] button factory was
started, bnt thev could not go on with it,

Mr. COVERLEY: Tt was not started on
richt lines. Statisties prove that the esti-
wated value of pearl and pear] shell is as
great to-day as at any time during the past
15 or 20 vears. In 1909 the estimated value
of pearls exported was £49,294, whereas last
year it was £58,700, or an increase of £9,406.
The value of pearl shell also shows an in-
crease, over the period, of £32 226, There,
then, is one industry that has been and still
i= sadly neclected. T repeat that the Govern-
ment should do their utmost to stop this
drift of wealth from Western Australia to
other conntries. The same thing applies to
the Kimberleys. The goldfields there re-

Who have been fined for

We get fined just the
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ceived a very hurried prospecting 40 odd
years ago under the greatest possible dis-
advantages. In those days the men were a
thousand miles from a telegraph line, while
the necessities of life were practically un-
procurable. With the erudest methods of
transport and an imposed tax of 5s. per
ounce on all gold won, naturally the pros-
pectors left for a more congenial field far-
ther out. However, a few of the old pros-
pectors have stayed on and dollied a living
there for years. Recently one old prospector
wag rewarded by having a company floated.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. COVERLEY: I was referring to the
neglected industries of the North and par-
ticularly the Kimberley goldfields. These
particular goldfields were hurriedly pros-
pected some forty years ago under the
erndest methods of transport, when the neces-
sities of life were unprocurable and there
was an impost of 5s. on every ounce of gold.
These conditions helped to cause the pros-
peetors to leave for other fields that were
more convenienfly situated. The old pros-
pectors who remained on the Kimberley
fields have for years been dollying gold.
One of the old-time prospectors was re-
cently rewarded by the flotation of a com-
pany with a capital of some thousands of
pounds. Machinery has now been taken
to the North with the idea of developing the
claim. There are also two other claims in
the vicinity that are heing tested. There
is practically every known mineral in the
north of Kimberley, but owing to the iso-
lation and the costly and difficult trans-
port, practically no development is being
done. Apparently we are standing by while
this wealth remains idie becaunse of the lack
of a definite policy. Something should be
done if only from a defence point of view.
Our coastline is 2,000 miles in extent and
it is held by a handful of people. The
Eastern countries that are within three days’
sail of the coast will mot permit this state
of things to continue for any lencth of
time. The cotton industry in the Kimber-
leys is not progressing rapidly enough. The
Surveyor General has put in two reports
upon it which are practieally similar in
character. We are told that land has been
surveyed and cut up, but this work is going
on too slowly. Several mern in the Kim-
berleys are waiting to take np one of these
blocks. People in the south may look upon
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the colton indostry with disfavour on aec-
count of the temporary setback it had in
Derby. No one who understands the posi-
tion and knows the facts will be disecouraged
to any extent. The right class of ecountry
is required for cotton growing, such as the
pioneers did not have in West Kimberley.
Two returned soldiers who were fortunate
enough to seleet some deeent country in
East Kimberley had 31 acres of cotton
planted last yvear. It is estimated that the
¢rop will yield 12 tons. On a 3%d. per lb.
guarantee from the Government, this would
bring in a sum of approximately £400. The
money wguld enable them to pay their rent,
buy fresh supplies and further develop their
holding.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: They say returned
soldiers are not good settlers.

Mr. COVERLEY : If members could have
seen that area of 34 acres in full bloom, as
I saw it, they would be with me in my desire
to further that industry, and wounld wish
success to the two returned soldiers who
have worked so hard to make good.

Mr. Stubbs: Is there plenty of land like
that up there?

Mr., COVERLEY: Miles and miles of
it. Vesteys own 45,000 square miles of
country in East Kimberley and the North-
ern Territory, most of it being in this State.
They are running onty 267,000 head of
cattle. A commission should be appointed
to ascertain if they are developing their
holding as they should be doing. I am
ceriain the country is npt being put to its
full unse. Although there are thousands of
aeres of first class eountry in the North,
we continue to import thousands of pounds
worth of tropica! fruits and tropical goods.
I wish also to refer to the oil concessions.
I have no doubt that in the future oil will
will he produced in payable quantities in
the Kimberleys. One of the reasons for the
holding up of the search for oil is that
one company holds the lease of thousands
of square miles of country. Although good
prospects have heen shown by other people,
they are not allowed to work on the areas
held under lease. If one ecompany has a
chance of finding oil, ten companies would
have tem times the chance of finding it
earlier, The sooner oil is found there the
sooner will the Kimberleys go ahead. Many
opinions are held as to how this huge terri-
tory is to be developed. T advocate the
principle of small holdings eombined with
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tropical agriculture.  Provided the right
class of land is chosen and good roads are
constructed for transport, it +ill not be long
before we get the right class of settler who
will make a suceess of the industries to whien
1 have referred. These are some of the rea-
sons why we are asking for a commission of
inquiry, I have much pleasure in support-
ing the motion.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.40]: I
have been a member of this House since
1914. During that time members repre-
senting northern constituencies have stated
that Governments have not paid sufficient
attention to (he development of that part
of the State. After what has heen said to-
night T think there is justification for the
appointment of a Commission of inquiry to
aseertain why the North-West has not been
properly developed. 1 was surprised at the
remarks ot the member for Roehourne (Mr.
‘Teesdole). MHe said it would be useless to
appoint a Royal Commission, that the
North-West was too big for the Govern
mment, that we could never tackle if, thal
it was futile and a waste of time to make
the effort, and that it was a matter for the
Commonwealth Government. The hon.
memher is a Western Australian and a
member of Parliament. Before I could eon-
sider the advisability of handing to the
Commonwealth any portion of Western
Australia, I would have to be satisfied that
it was a desirable step in the inferests of
those who live there. The points put for-
ward by the member for Gaseoyne {Mr.
Angelo) might well be submitted to the
Commission, if it is appointed. The firsg
was whether the North had been neglected;
(2) Is it worth developing? (3) Is it safe
to leave it unpeopled? (4) Could thé Gov-
ernment of Westeru Australia develop it?
{5) If pot, who should? (6) What are the
hest methods to follow to people and
develop it? The member for Kimberley
{Mr. Coverley) has spoken of the wonder-
ful possibilities of cotton growing and the
future that lies before other indastries.
The member for Pilbara (Mr. Lamond) has
also dealt with the subjeeet. Ever since he
has been a member of the House the mem-
ber for (iascoyne has repeatedly urged that
greater attention should be paid to the
development of the North-West. Even the
member for Roebourne, who has done a
consifderable amount of work with respect
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to the establisnment of the cotton industry,
bas said that it has not been developed as it
should have been. The men in the North are
public-spirited. A number of them banded
together, and put their hands into their
own pockets, to advance a scheme for the
develnpment of the North by railways. Mr.
G. W. Miles visited the Eastern States and
the Old Country in conneetion with that
scheme. The Minister has said that one
essential for the development of the North
is a proper classification of our lands, and
with that I agree. I'urther, the Minister
said the development of the North was a
matter for the Commonwealth, and that is
one of my reasons for supporting the
appointment of the suggesied Royal Com-
missien. \We have now a unew migration
agreement. The old agreement restrieted
the operation of land settlement under it to
the South-West. Not having been further
north than Geraldton, I must bow to the
better knowledge of members represent-
ing northern constituencies. With one
dissenlient voice, which however we can ex-
cuse, they declare that the North-West has
heen neglected. The same opinion has been
expressed in another place. The member
for Gaseoyne (Mr. Angelo) pertinently
asked, is it safe to leave the North-West
undeveloped? That phase unquestionably
calls for consideration. A Commission of
practical men-—not Si. George’s-terrace
men—mav he able to put up a concrete
scheme which would induee Britain {o send
her unemployed people to our North-West.
We can appeal to Britain to assist us 9
maintain the North-West as British terri-
tory. The Tmperial Government might take
over part of the North-West and build rail-
ways there, subject to reconp by this State.
Such a proposal might well he considered.

The Minister for Lands: We can consider
it here, but it wounld not be consideved in
England.

Mr. THOMSON: People at Home will
prol'ably realise that it is in the interests
of the British Empire to have a kind of
“United States of Australia” The way to
keep Australia white is to have it populated
by eur kinsmen from oversea. Tn any case,
from the defence aspect it is essential that
something should he done. No other coun-
try in tle world has so long a coast line
as Australia. Some vears ago, it will be
remembored, there were riofs at Broome,
and it took six weeks for the small training
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sloop “Geranium” to reach Broome from the
Eastern States. It is impossible for the
Australian people to provide a navy
adeqguate to safeguarding the whole coast-
line of Australia.

My, Latham: Air eraft should be used.

My, THOMSON: Even with the help of
air craft I fear we would net be able to
bold Australia very long had we not the
power of Imperial Britain at the back
of us.

The Minister for Lands: Why not say we
will throw the responsibility on the Com-
monwealth?

Mr. THOMSON : I do not say that. How-
ever, there is no denying that the fact of
our being part and parcel of the British
Empire maintains the integrity of Aus-
tralia, In plain langnage, what the mover
asks for is the appointment of a royal
commission to inquire info the many dis-
abilities which the people of the North
consider they suffer at the hande of a Gov-
ernment located in Perth. The suggested
appointment of the Federal Disabilities
Royal Commission was at first Jaughed at,
but on the insistence of Western Aunstralian
members it was eventually granted by the
Federal Government. Then a committee
was appointed bere to put Western Aus-
tralia’s ecase before the Commission, and
Mr. Keenan, the chairman of the committee,
declared that one matter which the Com-
mission could not fake into consideration
at all was the tariff. On that ground the
member for Roehoprne (Mr. Teesdale} re-
signcd from the committee, by way of
making his protest. Eventually an organ-
isation with which T am connected sub-
mitted evidence of the disabilifies of Wesi-
ern Australia by reason of the Customs
Tariff. The findings of the Royal Commis-
sion were based chiefly upon evidence
which the committee had rejected as n-
admissible, and which was submitted by the
organisation I have referred to. If the
Royal Commission suggrested by the present
motion is appointed, it will have to inquire
why the North has not prospered. 1 shall
not toueh on the possibilities of the pearl-
ing industry or eotton growing, or the many
other aectivities which northern members
declare conld and should he in existence
to-day. Iwill refer to the letter which was
read by the Minister for Lands, and which {
have diseussed with the member for Gaseoyne
{Mr. Angelo). That hon. member says that
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the land referred to in the letter is sitnated
on the south side of the river and subject to
the strongest winds that blow in Australia.
Indeed, the hon. member declares that Car-
narvon is the second windiest eity in the
world, Chicago being the first, according to
meteorclogical data. Mr. MeCorkill planted
his bananas on the south side of the river,
and found that the wind simply blew them
over. Since then Mr, Coe, an expert grower
from Brisbane, has established himself on
the north side of the river, where very tali
trees afford protection from the wind. He
now has 40 acres planted, and in the opinion
of the Government engineer the plantation
is locking splendid. Mr. MeCorkill, in es-
tablishing himself on the south side, went
direetly against the adviee of men who know.
He got what he looked for—trouble.

The Minister for Lands: That is what is
said now, I do not think it is exactly
correct.

Hon. G. Taylor: All that country was
good country at one time,

Mr. THOMSON: Mr. Coe considers it is
ideal country, and he is perfectly satisfied
with his prospects. He has put down a well
and erected a pumping plant which pumps
45,000 gallons per hour. There was a trial
run of the plant before the (overnment
engineer.

Mr, Latham: It takes a pretty good man
to make irrigation pay with water that is
pumped.

Mr. THOMSON: On the one side we
have the members for Gascoyne (Mr. An-
gelo), Pilhara {Mr. T.amond), and Kimber-
ley (M:. Coverley) definitely and distinetly
stating that these things can he dome. On
the other side we have the members for York
(Mr. Latham)} and Mt. Margaret (Hon. G.
Taylor) who say that on the south side of
the river

Mr. Latham: Excuse me!
statement as youn suggest.

Mr. THOMSON: No, that statement was
made by the member for Mt. Margaret.

Mr. Latham: Then do not attribute such
things to me. Be more careful!

Mr. THOMSON: The member for York
said that it was impossible for a man to
successfullvy irrizate, because pumping was
most cosily.

Mr. Latham: Se it is.

Mr. THOMSON: If was the member for
Mt. Margaret {Hon. G. Tavler) who said it
was becanse it was on the south side of the
river. However, these are the very reasons

T made no such
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that provide justitieation for the members re-
presenting the North asking tor the appoint-
ment of a Koyal Comission. 'Lhe 1eport
of that Commission will enalde weinbers to
arrive at a decision as {o the best means of
cpening up and developing the greal north-
ern portion of the State. Large sums of
money have been expended in opening up
and developing the Sonth-West and every
member since.ely desires that the scheme will
be successful in the interests of the State,
and more }.articularly in the interests of the
settlers themselves, We also desire fo see
the North-West opened up and developed
along similar lines, if that is possible. I
entered the House at the same time as Mr.
Gilchrist, a former representative of the
(Gascoyne electorate. He made most
heated and impassioned speeches, some of
the most eloquent that have been delivered
in this House, pointing out how the North
had been neglected. It is only reasonable
and fair that we should afford the people of
the North an opportunity to appear before
a Royal Commission and indicate what, in
their opinion, would be the best policy to
adopt in opening up and developing that
part. of the State. More partieularly should
we take inlo consideration the fact that we
have now a migration agreement under which
money can he spent upon land settlement in
any part of the State. I want to see the
North get a fair share of that money if it
can be proved, as the representatives of the
North say, that that part of the State can
be developed along lines somewhat similar to
those adopted in the South-West. The mem-
bers ol the Country Party will do their ut-
mosb to see that the North receives its fair
share. It is my inlention te support the
proposal to appoint the Royal Commission.
We bave a Royal Commisston inguiring into
the price of foodstuffs and prices generally.
It may be possible that the Royal Commis-
sion will seecure evidence that may be valu-
able to certain individuals, As far as we
can judge from the published evidence, how-
ever, I do not think that Royal Commission
will prove of much value {o the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My. THOMSBOX: T did not intend to cast
any reflection upon the Royal Commission.
When it comes to a consideration of the
North, however, we have to face the position
that although that part of the State has heen
beld since the establishment of a Govern-
ment here, and despite the faet that much
money has heen spent there, we have a de-



2004

clining population. We want to ascertain
the reason for that position and why the
North has not progressed in the same way
as has Queensland.

The Minister for Lands: It is beecause of
the Act passed in 1917 regarding pastoral
leases.

Mr. THOMSON: With all due respect to
the Minister, if it ean be shown that we ean
cut np the pastoral areas into blocks of from
1L000 to 3,000 acres each, enabling the
settlers to carry sufficient stock to give them
a reasonable chance of success, something
might be done in that direction.

The Minister for Lands: You could not
do that for pastoral purposes.

Mr. THOMSON: Perhaps we could re-
sume the land for agricultural purposes and
mixed farming. However, that would come
within the province of the Royal Commis-
sion. Just as the Disabilities Royal Com-
mission, appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment proved conclusively to the rest of Aus-
tralia that Western Australin bas suffered
disabilities owing to Federation, so the pro-
posed Royal Commission may be able to
show that the North has suffered disabilities
owing to administration from Perth. If we
have the recommendations of a Royal Com-
mission, together with the reasons showing
why the North should be handed over to the
Commonwealth, or made a separate State,
we will be able to east an intelligent vote
when the matter eomes up for consideration.

On motion by Mr. Stubbs, debate ad-
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 5th November; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Public Health {Hon. J. M.
Drew, Minister; Hon. S. W. Munsie, Honor-
ary Minister, in charge of the Vote.)

Fote — Medical and Public Health,
£196,855 :

HON. S. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Minis-
ter) [8.8]: In introducing the Estimates for
the Medical and Public Health Departmens,
it is not my intention to elaborate to any
extent on the general discussion. From a
health point of view, I believe that Western
Australia is making fair progress. While
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we are not doing all 1 would like to see
done, I recognise that we are doing as much
as possible under existing circumstances. I
have had some figurcs compiled relating to
the last four years regarding the number of
patients treated in our hospitals. In 1921
the number of patients treated fotalled
4,206; in 1922, they totalled 3,877; in 1923,
4,817; and in 1924, 5,900. During the four
years the number of patient-days was: 1921,
84,278; 1922, 75,820; 1923, 86,488; 1924,
101,217. The average nwmber of beds oecu-
pied during those years was: 1921, 213;
1922, 207; 1923, 236; 1924, 276. The cost
per patient per day was: 1021, 9s. 1ld.;
1922, 10s. 44.; 1923, 10s. 2%%4d.; 1924, 9s.
4143, The percentage of the revenue to the
cost was: 1921, 35.3 per cent.; 1922, 37.6
per cent.; 1023, 42.2 per cent.; 1924, 45.1
per cent. It will be seen that the cost of
treating patients has been reduced, while
the revenuc collections have increased until
they reached nearly half the expenditure.
The inerease in the number of patients
treated and of beds occupied is largely ac-
counted for by the opening up of
four new hospitals and the taking over
of the DBusselton Hospital. The figures
relating to those activities do not ap-
ply to the calendar year, so that the figures
for 1925 will be stiil higher. The past two
years have seen considerable extensions of
hospital aetivities. With the increased set-
tlement in the South-West and with the
steady development throughout other por-
tions of the agricultural areas, there
have bzen demands for new hospitals in
many distriets, and altogether during the
years 1923 and 1924, 18 new hospitals were
opened.

Hon., G. Taylor:
Government hospitals?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Some were. For
instance, those on the group settlements are
wholly Government hospitals. There are
other Government Thospitals in course of
erection.

Mr. Sampson: Is not the Margaret River
hospital a committee hespital?

Hon. §. W, MUNSIE: That hospital is
controlled by a committee who have charge
of the funds, but it is a Government hos-
pital. All the obligations rest with the
Government, The secretary of the Health
Department organised a fund amongst the
group seftlers who pay 1s. 4%d. per week,
ls. of which goes to the doctor and 4%4d.

Were they partly
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to the hospital. That fund, of course, goes
towards the maintenance of the institution.
But the Government provide any funds re-
quired over and above tha¢ fund, as well as
making available the subsidy for the doctor.
As I have already indicated, there are still
many areas in Western Australia that are
in need of hospitals and several are in conrse
of ereetion at present. One is nearing com-
pletion and I hope to have the pleasure of
declaring it open on Saturday week. Within
the next month or six weeks, I hope to be
able to announce that the hospital at the
Peel Estate is ready for occupation. There
bas been a marked extension of the work
performed by the large metropolitan hos-
pitals, particularly the Perth Hospital. This
has resulted in increased requests for assist-
ance, but owing to the state of the Treasury
those requests have been only partially met.
Fortunalely the Federal Government relin-
quished portion of its entertainment tax col-
lections, and I am pleased that our Parlia-
ment agreed to the Bill to permit us to col-
lect that tax, which will be devoted to hos-
pitals,

Mr., Latham: Have you made provision

for that?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: While the Esti-
mates for wedical and public health show
an inerease over last year of £498, there is
an additional amount of £16,000 on the Esti-
mates that we expect to collect from the
entertainments tax this year.

Hon, G. Taylor: That represents eight
months' collections,

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Just about. The
Government have not reduced their subsidy,
bui have slightly inecreased it, and on top
of that the proceeds of the entertainments
tax previously eollected by the Federal Gov-
ernment will he available. While this ad-
ditional money will assist, the amount avail-
able 15 not yet sufficient for our hospitals,
and in the near future other means will
have to be devised o get money for hospitals
and charitable institutions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
want a special tax now.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: I did not suggest
that the extra money would be obtained by
taxation, but we shall have to find more
money for hospitals shortly. The popula-
tion is growing and we are opening np new
districts, and it is incumbent upon us to pro-
vide medical attention for the people. I do
not expect to experience any difficulty in

You do not
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geiting the money. In the field of public
bealih there are many needs., Provision con-
tinues to be made for a subsidy at the rate
of £100 per annum for any infant welfare
centre established under the conditions laid
down by the Public Health Department and
the Infant Welfare Association. This mat-
ter has been taken up enthusiastically in the
metropolitan area and at Kalgoorlie, but un-
fortunately it has not been {aken up in other
large towns. I admit tbat in -the smaller
country towns it could not be undertaken,
but many of the larger conntry towns could
easily esteblish such a centre, and if this
were done it would be in the interests of the
people. The conditions are that the local
aunthority finds one-fourth of the amount
subseribed by the residents np to £25. If
the local residents collect £75, the local au-
thority must contribute £25. The Govern-
ment then subsidise the movement pound for
pound to the extent of £100. The experi-
ence of the metropolitan arca is that an
infant welfare centre can be run success-
fully on £200 a year, and Dr. Dale informs
me that that will suffice for country distriots.
If other centrcs were started, 1 believe there
would be no diffienlty in getting fully quali-
fied nurses. For years there were only thred
nurses in the whol eof the State qualified in
infant welfare work. Ve have now five in-
fant welfare cenires. The one at Kalgoorlie
has not yet employed a fully qualiied nurse,
hut I understand the lady who kas been work-
ing there is being sentito Sydney for a three
months’ course of training so that she may
qualify. The cenfre will then be able to
take advantage of the £100 subsidy provided
by the Government. So far the Kalgoorlie
centre has collected the whole of the money
required and paid the nurse for her services,
While efforts are thus heing made to care
for the young children, the health authori-
ties feel the responsibility for greater activ-
ity in the examination of children of school
going age, Prior to this financial year only
one school medical officer was employed. Re-
cently the sebool medieal inspection staff
has heen re-arranged so that Dr. Jull has
gone on halftime duty, and a second school
medical officer doing full time has com-
menced duty, These Estimates provide for
a third full-time medieal officer and also for
the appointment of a school dentist.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Will medical in-
spections be made in the country districts?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: One of the school
medical officers will give the whole of his or
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her time to country districts. When Dr.
Jull returns, she will resume half-time duty
and the other ofticer will work in the metro-
politan area with her, When Dr. Jull was
on full time last year, it was impossible for
her to examine the whole of the children
even in the metropolitan area, but with her
on half-time and another officer on full time,
we expeot that they will be able to cope with
the work in the metropolitan area, leaving
the extra medical ofiicer available to attend
to the country distriets, I doubt whether
parents regard sufficiently seriously the im-
portance of attending to childven during
school age. In many instances; Dr. Jull,
after exomining childven, has sent reports
to the parents and there have been no re-
sults. Ior some reason or other parents do
not take the advice of the doctor to have the
children attended to. Those whe have been
attended to represent a very small average
but T am pleased to say that the average is
gradually increasing.

Mr. Griffithbs: Yon cannot compel them
to comply.

Fon, 8. W. MUNSIE: No. If the doctor
sends a note to a parent, she gets a record
from the school stating whether the child has
been attended to, and if it has not bheen
attended to in a given period, she again ex-
amines the child and sends a further note to
the parent.

My, Griffiths: In some countries there is
power to enforte compliance.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: We have not
that power. It is a matter of educat-
ing parenis to the nccessity for com-
plying  with the doctor’s notifications.
The parents do not always realise what
it means, and some of them are under
" the impression that they eannot get treat-
ment for their children free of charge.
So far it bhas been difficult to get all the
work done free hecause the prineipal place
of treatment has been the Chiliren’s Hos-
pital, When I made inguniries at the Child-
ren’s Hospital some time ago to ascertain the
position regarding the treatment of school
children, I was informed by the doctor that
he was then booked ahead for three and a
half mon'his. This shows that the defeets
pointed out by the medical staff are fairly
considerable. 0Of course some are not
serions, bnt seme are. If the children ean-
not he {reated at the Children’s Hospital,
arrangements ean be made for them to be
treated c!sewhere, and if the parent cannot
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alford tv pay, free treabment is provided.
virculurs 1o that effect have been distributed
to parents. 1 admit that one dentist can-
not de¢ very wmueh, but we have to make a
start. LL tue doclor visiting a school finds
that a child’s teeth require attention, treat-
ment Joay ve had at the ealth Depart-
went clinic in Murray-street. I it is not
possible to get the children to that clinic,
no treatment is given. I hope that in the
near tuture we shall be able to have one or
two travening dental clinies 5o that the den-
tists can do the job on the spof, without
having livst to report and then send the
children somewhere eclse. In New Zealand
the medical work for the children has been
carried to a fine piteli; in fact, New Zealand
is on its own in the matter of infantile
mortality, thanks to the energy and fore-
sight exhibited by Dr. Truby King. Re-
eently I received a report from New Zea-
land, and 1 was surprised to find that last
year Dr. Truby King had at his disposal
for this purpose a sum of no less than
£30,000. The Health authorvifies of New
Zealand consider that of all Government
expenditure, this money is the most wisely
spent. and I consider that it is so. There
ean he no better aim than to strive to rear
a healthy nation. Much can be done to edu-
cate Lhe children in health matters. T be-
lieve that health lectures should be deliv-
cred to =chool children, who should he taught
more hygiene than they are taughi at pre-
gent.  If we could re-establish travelling
dental clinies, T helieve they wonld result in
a handsome return to the State.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.30]: Mem-
hers genernlly arve interested in regard to
matlers of putlie health and it is well that
that should be so. A subject concerning
which tle Honorarv Minister did not give
any irformation was the propoesal to remove
certain patients from the Wooroloo Sana-
torinm. There i3 anxiety amongst some of
the patlients as to what is likely to be done.
The nlviset, T understand, is to enable the
sanatorium to be re-established as a sana-
torium ond thus to serve the purpose for
whieh it was originally ereated. Tt seemns
to have become a place where sufferers in
the last staces of the disease are sent to
end their days. I om informed that there
are such patients there, but whether the
position at the institntion ean bhe improved
by removing those patients is of course a
matter for the medieal profession to say.
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A definite statement from the Minister o
this subject would be welcome. The ex-
pansion of hospital activities is a necessary
corollary to the activity that is taking
place in the South-West. The establish-
ment of group settlements has meant the
erection of a pumber of hospitals and
maternity wards. Though hospitals have
been established in the group centres, the
accommodation is insulficient to provide
the room required for midwifery cases.
There is great need for hospitals in other
directions. I am glad to know that the
hospital at Kendinin is now established.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: I opened it four
weeks ago.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I envied the Honorary
Minister the task. A hospital is the great-
est benefit that can be given to any distriet,
There can be no real progress, comfort or
salisfaction on the part of the people until
such an instifution is established. Some
two years ago a resolution was carried in
this Chamber affirming the desirability of
the provision of deep therapy equipment
for the Perth hospital. 1 do not know how
research work in that respect is progressing
but I have heard of the satisfactory treat-
ment of a malignant growth with the aid
of such a plant. The case in question was
treated in Melbourne. I believe that 70
per cent. of the eases, if not entirely
successfully, can be treated with material
benetit to the patient. It is gratifying to
know that almost all the country hospitals
have been proviied with X-ray plants. We
shonld acknowledge the valuable services
of local boards of health, rendered in an
honorary eapscity in varions parts of the
State, and the prevailing good state of
public health is largely due to the work
performed by these boards. But more
money is needed all the time. We should
aiso acknowledge very fully the good work
done by thz commitiees of the various hoz-
pitals. [ have had oceasion to visit some
of the hospitals and I have been im-
pressed not only by the work performed
by the matron and staff, but with the
earnestness invariahly displaved. T have
alwayvs been convinced that it is unfair in

certain  e¢ases for the Government to
provide hospitals with all the monev
required, whilst other hospitals are

oblized to depend upon the efforts of their
committees to raise funds hy way of enter-
tainments and other means. In some of
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the country hospitals the matron is not only
the nurse but the cook as well, and ocea-
sionally has to chop the wood. On the gold-
fields especially those who are in charge
have heavy duties to perform. In New
New Zealand great progress has been made
in regard to baby clinics and chitd welfare,
but 1 undersiand that the Truby King
method is not nniversally approved, and
that there ave experts in child welfare,
even in this State, who do not endorse that
method. I am glad to note that a dentist
has heen provided, but I fail to see how
one can do all the work that it is necessary
to carry out. Rvery school should be given
the sami¢ privi‘ere, not only the city schools
but (he schools in the outer suburbs as well
as those in the counbry districts. I notice
there is a decrease of £673 in the Wooroloo
vote. That should be suffieient to provide
for a second dentist, who will undoubtedly
be needed.

HON. G. TAYLOR (M:it. Margaret)
[8.40]: The Minister will realise the diffi-
culty that eonfronts the people in the M.
Marpgaret electorate, which is a very large
area, and where two hospitals have to be
catered for. T eongratulate the Minister
on being able to tell us to-night that the
vote for medical purposes will be inereased
by £16,000, a sum of money that will come,
not from the Treasury, but from a different
sotree.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: But it appears on
the Estimates.

fon. G. TAYLOR : The report of the
Perth hospital shows that it will not be
possible to conduet that institution this
year under an expenditure of about £60,000.
We have £30,000 on the Estimates but that
will not go very far. During the peried
that I was a member of the hoard, the
lowest amount granted by the Government
in one year was £13,000. We never
lived within our means, but we had to
live pretiv elose to them. [ instance this
to show the growth of that instilution dor-
ing the last 17 or 18 years. Bui it will be
necessary to collect a large amoant in rev-
enue or by public subseription to meei the
expanding demands of the hospital. It
would lead to relief if the Government were
to keen a sharp eye on the lease, which has
been in existence for some years, of the
White City crounds. Much revenne eonld be
raised for the hospitals if the Government
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would reserve those grouids exclusively for
charitable purposes and partienlarly for
hospital purposes, instead ‘of allowing any
section of the community that wants to raise
money o have the grounds, Before those
grounds can be utilised for the raising of
money for charitable purposes a rental of
£250 per week has to be paid.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We caunot
have & discussion on the White City grounds.

ton, G. TAYLOR: | am wercly trying to
point out where revenue could be earned for
hospitals. I am not discussing the merits or
demerits of those grounds. They belong to
the Government, and it is recognised that the
eare of the sick is an obligation on the Gov-
ernment. That is all I desire to say on the
point. I shall be very pleased to learn-from
the Minister that he has a few pounds left
for the assistance of the hospitals in my
electorate. The buildings are falling into
disrepair, but a sum of £100 would serve to
put them in reasonable order.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [B.50]: L wish
to emphasise what has been said in regard
to the Minister and what he has done for
child welfare and school inspection and the
appointment of & school dentist. Only one
dentist is to be appointed, bat it is at least
a start, and I hope that before long we shall
see several other dentists appointed. At
first giance school inspection may not appear
to be so vithl as it really is. New Zealand,
of course, has led the way in this respect
and has done very fine work. So, too, has
New Sonth Wales, In British Columbia a
great deal has been done. Recently certain
information was sent me from British Col-
umbia. T was surprised o learn that an in-
spection of 17,000 childrven in the centre of
British Columbia revealed that 2,000 were
suffering from mal-nutrition. Only some
3,000 were perfectly free from defects of
any kind. It was found that by remedying
minor ailmenis in their early stages a won-
derful improvement was noted generslly. In
that conntry the school authorities iosist
upon parents carrying out instruections given
by the school doctor. I do not wish to say
anvthing just now about country hospitals,
for we have arranged a deputation to wait
npon the Minister. However, I do hope that
the Minister will not forget the necessity for
the installation of an X.ray plant at Keller-
berrin.

[ASSEMBILY.]

ME. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.52}: 1 eou-
gratulate the Minister on his lucid exposition
of the Estimates. I notice that the estimated
expenditure is a liltle wore than the expendi-
ture of last year. That is not o be wondered
at, when one considers the numerous hospital
activities going on all over the country. I
may say that never yet have I gone to the
Minister for a subsidy for the establishment
of a small hospital in an outbaek distriet
and been turned away empty, I have heard
on undeniable authority that the long hours
the hospital nurses have to work econstitute
a very serious drain on their vitality. I
see that the vote for nurses has been in-
creased by over £1,000. I am very glad of
that. I only hope that some of it is to go
in increased wages. The rotten wages paid
to nurses during their early years of train-
ing would not buy them their stockings. I
hope the Minister will see his way clear to
ingreasing the wages of nurses and probs-
tioners. Nobody would object to increased
expenditure for that purpose. Also I hope
the Minister will go into the guestion of the
liours the hospital nurses have to work. To
ask a gir! to work 12 hours in a shiff is too
much.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Certainly for a
shift like that a girl ought to be paid wages
that wonld buy more than her stockings.

Mr. STUBRS: I know that those girls
have to work 12 hours in a shift, which is
altogether too much to ask of a girl in any
employment, let alone in so arduouns a voca-
tion as that of a hospital npurse. I commend
the Minister for the sympthy he invariably
extends to conntry hospitals and their needs.

MR. PANTON (Mcnzies) [8.55]: As one
who for a considerable time has ocenpied
a position on the board of management of
the Perth Hospital, I wish to say a word or
two in respect of that institution. It would
require a very long speech to cover all the
requirements of the Perth Hospital, How-
ever, realising the exigencies of finance, it
is easily seen that it would not be of much
use to enumerate the necessities of a big
hospital like that of Perth. This is the first
oppertunity T have had of remarking upon
a statement made by the Treasurer when
mtroducing his Budget. He said he thought
of reducing the subsidy to the Perth Hospi-
tal by £2,000 in view of the fact that the
hospital had £2,000 invested in war bonda.
I want to assure the Treasurer that that
£2,000 is by no means a surplus that we
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are hoarding. 1t was the balance left from
the hospital appeal of 12 months ago, and
it was put into war bonds because it there
earns good interest and ean be withdrawn
at any time. It is essential that the board
should have at least a margin of £2,000, for
we are not allowed to carry any overdraft,
and we are responsible for the purchase
of everything that goes into the hoesiptial.
As much as £1,000 and £1,500 worth of linen
and blankets are bought at one time, and
if the board have no money to pay cash
for these large orders they have to pay 4
good deal more for them. Frequently large
quantities of stock necessary to the hospital
are offered at favourable prices, but if we
cannot pay cash st the moment we have to
let the opportunity go. Further than that,
we bave now taken over Kalamunda as an
auxiliary hospital, which means that if we
are to work from month to month on our
subsidy we shall be continually going to the
Treasurer for £200 or £300. The £2,000 re-
ferred to hy the Treasurer is practically ear-
marked for essential items at Kalamunda.
We are paying £40 per month for water for
the Perth Hospital, and we could save a
considerable amount of money if we could
afford to put in an engine and pump and so
utilise the water from a good well we have
in the hospital grounds. We are continually
wanting things. A sum of £2.000 is a mere
bagatelle when sll the requirements of the
hospital are considered. The Perth Hospital
is growing every week, as indieated by the
increase in the subsidv. It is not a Perth
institution only.

Hon. G. Taylor: Costs have increased.

Mr. PANTON: And the work of the
institution has also inecreased. At least 40
per ecent. of the patients come in from out-
gide the metropolitan area, some from as far
as Youanmi. The serious operations are
usually sent to the Perth Hospital, which is
well equipped. Practieally all the work done
there is done in an honorary capacity. All
the specialists in Perth work there for
nothing. One of the disahilities from which
we are suffering is the lack of up-to-date
plant. Dr. Juett, one of our most exper-
ienced surgeons, sent in his resignation be-
cause of the lack of plant there, but the
Red Cross Society provided about £400 for
a plant that temporarily overcame the diffi-
culty. The member for Wagin mentioned
the bours of nurses and their salaries. 1
do not suppose nurzes are working longer
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bours in any part of the State than they
do in the Perth Hospital. It was decided
six or seven months ago to reduce their
hours to not more than 50 per week if pos-
sible, but thiz meant increasing the staff by
34 nurses.

Mr. Stubbs: 1t cannot be helped.

Mr. PANTOXN: Bui we have no accommo-
dation for them at present. They must live
on the premises. Although plans and speei-
fications bave been approved by the board,
and passed on by the Medical Department
to the Public Works Department, we are
still awaiting this extra accommodation.
There has also been an increase in the junior
medical staff. The resident junior staffl re-
ecive £73 per annom for services rendered,
and natorally expect reasonably good ac-
commodation which we cannot give. It
is beecanse of the junior staff and the
bonorary medical staff that we are able
to run the hospital. T hLope if the Min-
ister has any authority over the Publie
Works Department, he will endeavour to
push along the work. It is a disgrace to
have to ask girls to work from 52 to 62
hours a week. The fact that they work three
months at night requires some explanation.
It struck me that it was an awful thing for
them io have to do this. The doetors, how-
ever, agree that it is better they should work
three months on end at night than for two
or three wecks at a time. They say that
after the first fortnight or so of might work
people are able to sleep in the day time, but
if there is a continuel break it is more harm-
ful to them than if they do the three months
on end. At the end of the three months
these girls are just about at the end of
their tether. The time has arrived when the
Perth Hospital most be enlarged.  The
women’s surgical ward provides for 30 beds.
There are never less than 35 to 36 surgical
eases in that ward, and there are always 10
or 12 women waiting to ¢ome in. It means
that it is necessary to send women away a
day or two before they are fit fo go, in
order to make room for others. That is
one of the reasons why we have taken over
the Kalamunda institution as a convalescent
hospital. The sum on the Estimates appears
to be large, but it is not so compared with
the work done. The board gre working in
an honorary ezpacity and taking a keen in-
terest in the institution. Every assistance
should be rendered to it by the Government
If it were not for the board a Government
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staff would have to carry on the work. I
hope the Treasurer will bear that in mind.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think we
made a mistake in not putting it under a
Government staff?

The Premier: We are going to increass
the salaries of members of the board.

Mr. PANTON: The work we do there is
an argument for increasing our salaries here.
I oceupy 11 honorary positions, in some
cases as representative of the Government.
Whether the work is handed over to a Gov-
ernment staff or not is immaterial to the
board. We are doing this for the love of
the work, Tf the Government had their
own staff, no better work would he done
than is being done by the hoard.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is a good buffer,

Mr. PANTON: Yes. Few hospitals are
worked more ecconomically than this one.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [9.7]: Some
steps should be taken to prevent the over-
crowding of the Perth Public Hospital.
Cases that are responsible for the over-
erowding should be taken at their source.
My first suggestion is that mosquitoes shonld
be eradicated. That is a subject for State
enterprise, The Government should exter-
minate mosquitoes in the metropolitan area.
Althongh at present there is no reason to
fear mosquitoes, it has been said that
malaria may break out at any time, and
that there are local types of mosquitoes with
prohosces that are ecapable of carrying
malaria germs if an outbreak of that dis-
ease should oceur, At present all that s
done is being done by municipal councils
who throw kerosene about and waste a lot
of money. TUnited action is necessary if
mosquitoes ave to be eradicated. This sug-
gestion could well be taken up by the
Health Department. A certain amount of
money would he inveolved, but if malaria
broke out we should all be in a sorry posi-
tion.

Mr. Tecsdale:
maoney.

Mr. NORTH: Yes. My second sugges-
tion is with regard to pneumonia and in-
fluenza and other cases of the kind, which
are instrumental in cerowding out the hos-
pital. If the Commonwealth Insurance Bill
is passed, which deals with sickness and un-
ecmployment, it should be possible for the
Health Department to insist that all work-
ers suffering from influenza, pneumonia,

Tt cost America a lot of

[ASSEMBLY.]

ete.,, should be confined to their homes dur-
ing the outbreak. As things are they take
the risk and go to work. Those best quali-
fied to speak say that this is one of the
chicf eauses for the spread of the trouble
and for the eost of getting rid of it. The
spread of influenza is due wul to one or
two germs that may be fioaling abont, but
to sufferers going about their daily work and
passing the illness round the community to
the general discomfort and expense of
many. The Bill will ensure that workers
can be confined to their beds without loss
of wages, so that these cases will be mini-
mised to a large extent. My third sugges-
fion is in regard to the removal of night-
soil. It is a shocking thing that the Health
Department should look with equaniminty
upon the number of conveyances that are
a disgrace to the highways of the metro-
politan area during the day and night. I
cannot concetve of a body like that, which
knows all abont septic tanks, allowing so
many suburhs to proceed as they do, im-
posing rates of £2 or £3 per head per pan,
for work which zould be done at smaller
cost by bacteria in a septic fank. At a
small capital cost all this eould be done
away with. The Claremont Municipal Coun-
cil are now charging £2 55. per pan in order
to operate a day service of this kind, Tor
the installation of a private septic tank sys-
tem the eost would he about £25 per house.
If we allow interest at 7 per cent. this
wonld represent a smaller sum than £2 5s.
per house, and each house would be equip-
ped with a permanent service and the whole
of the trouble would be removed. AL pre-
sent the department look on with apparent
satisfaction at the continuance of this old
system, which leads to the creation of flies
and is responsible for many cases of typhoid
in the Perth Flospital. Until night carts are
removed and septic tanks are snbstituted
there will he trouble in the metropolitan
area. The Health Department should take
a strong hand in the matfer of advoeating
the total aholition of this old service. In
two or three years' time every house could
be converted to the senfic tank system. The
deen sewerage scheme is hy no means a com-
prehensive one. I have heen told that close
to King’s Park Road in the centre of West
Perth night earts are still operating, The
deen sewerage scheme is so limited that it
affects onlv gertain streets. Tf the honse
sentic svstem that I have mentioned were
adopted, it conld be earried out without ex-
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peuse. 1t would merely mean iransferring
the income already received from the pan
rates into a capital fund for the installation
of the septic tank system.

The Minister for Lands: Where is the
money to come from to pay for the tanks?

Mr. NORTH: The Claremont Couneil
rate at £2 5s. per annum per pan. There
we have 10 per cent. of the cost of septic
tanks at £25 each. At 8 per cent. this would
cover the eapital cost, with 2 per cent. left
over to cover a sinking fund.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.15]: The
Medical Vote is of the highest importance
to country people. The Honorary Minister
said that 80 new hospitals had heen opened
since he took office. That must be an Aus-
tralian record, baving regard tc the size of
our population. In the part of Victoria
from which I come, there is one central hos-
pital for about 25,000 people. Several
towns contribute towards its support, as
well as the Government. In Western Aus-
tralia the idea is to have a local hospital
for every distriei at intervals of abount 25
miles. This means that each hospital is sup-
ported by a limited population, who neces-
sarily find the expense heavy. The Kon-
dinin hospital committee find themselves
£50 in arrears as the result of two months’
working. One of their patients ecame from
an oufside district, probably because he
thonght it was a good hospital with a good
doctor; and in that case no fees are recover-
able. The Iondinin people find that at-
tached to a hospital there are a good many
expenses of which {hev were not aware, To
raise £1,000 or £1,500 in a small community
means many sacrifiess, Moreover, the resi-
dents of small country towns bave many
other things to help towards. The Kondinin
hospital cownittee are about to approach
the Government for a small grant to tide
them over their temporary diffieulties, T
sometimes think that we have too many
little hospitals, and that a few large central
hospitals would be preferable, especially in
view of the facilities of railway and motor
transport.  Moreover, at large hospitals
there would be the advantage of consulta-
tion among various doctors.

Bon. G. Tavlor: TLarge numbers of
country patients come to the Perth Hos-
pital.

Mr. BROWXN: Serious surgical caces in
the country do undoubtedly come to Perth,
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becanse the local doctor cannot cope with
them,

Hon. . Taylor: He caonot give an
anaesthetic, in the first place.

Mr, BROWN: The Perth Hospital is a
national institation, and should be well sup-
ported, and any shortage in its funds should
be made up by the Government. However,
our finances are not in too Hourishing a con-
dition and if the Treasurer were to accede to
every request made to him I do not know
where he would turn for money, The enter-
tainments tax, estimated to return £25,000
annually, will mean only a very small eon-
tribution to each hospital, It would be a
good thing if a small hospital tax could be
collected by local governing bodies. Volun-
tary suhscription falls on the willing horse
every time: many people give nothing
towards the hospitals. I do not think such
a tax as I have suggested would he
grumbled at. I was glad to hear the Hon-
orary Minister say that there should bhe
medical examination of all school children.
In the small country schools a doctor eomes
along perhaps on one day and makes an
examination, and the next day he is called
away and is not seen again for 12 months.
The result is that many conntry sehool
children are never examined.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That is the case in
the metropolitan area too. Some sehools
had not been visited at all last year.

Mr, BROWN: Some of the little country
schools are situated eight or 10 miles out of
the country towns, and the children attend-
ing Lhem are never examined, simply be-
eaunse a doetor never visits such schools,
Mention has been made of the appoiniment
af a travelling deuntist. Such an appoint-
ment would be a splendid idea. The dentist
eould travel around the various schools and
give attention to the teeth of the children.

Mr., Teesdale: We have not got that here

in Perth. You cannot expect if unless it
exists here.
Mr. BROWX : I understand from the

Hoenorary Minister that sueh a system is
to be introduced. Of course there are many
ihings we ought to do, but it is a question
of finding the money. If dentists are to
travel around the sehools, why should not
doctors travel sometimes to examine school
children in the country? Some parents
when they find a child ailinz take it to a
doclor at once, but in the country parents
are not in a position to run to a doctor
every time a ¢hild feels ill. The ailment
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may pass off, or it may result in something
serious. The examination of a child by a
doetor in such eircumstances wmighl prevent
serions disease in years to come. A day
could be fixed for the doctor to see the
children at the school. It is true we have
friendly societies, but in the country, gen-
crally speaking, doectors will noi take on
friendly society work. The result is that
country parents often let their children
go withoub the neecessary medical examina-
tiocn. A healthy community represents a
splendid economic asset, and I consider we
should approach the Federal Parliament on
this subject, since the Commonwealth
handles invalid and old-age pensions.
Many young men and young women are
drawing invalid pensions. What a saving
it would be if they eould be cured ! With
the necessary medical attention the number
of invalid pensions would he greatly re-
duced. I desire especially to congratulate
the Honorary Minister on his administra-
tion of the Health Tepartment. If only
ke had the necessary funds, the community
would never go short of medical aid.

The Premier: He is extremely popular.

Mr. BROWN: Undoubtedly the Honorary
Minister is doing excellent work. T hope
he will live to see his ideals realised.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.28]: I also
woguld like to congratulate the Honorary
Minister on his good work. In my opinion
it is desirable that the Health Department
should be given fnller powers as regards
inspection in country distriets. 1 hope the
Honorary Minister will remedy a few
things I have pointed out to him. In the
timber districts especially, water supplies
and other faecilities arc not by any means
what they should be. TFrom one centre I
received a report that the butcher’s offal
was buried on the banks of the dam, and
that horses, eattle and goats were allowed
to walk into the water, and that dead fish
were in the dam. TUnder such conditions
one cannot wonder at the occurrence of
pickness. In some parts of my electorate
sanitary conditions are distressingly primi-
tive. I hope the Honorary Minister will
be able to help in that respect. When an
inspector is sent to a cenire in response to
a complaint, he should go to the source of
complaint and find out the grounds for it.
In some eases the inspector rushes down to
the place and wants to eatch the pavt train
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buck, and therefore does not go to see the
complainant at all. The result is that the
inspector does not see all he should see, but
sees only what those in authority allow
bim to see.

The Minister for Lands: Are there no
loca! health inspectors?

Miss HOLMAN: The trouble is that these
centres are under the control of the road
board, and that in many cases the road
board secretary is also the health inspector.
I have here a letter from the Harvey road
board showing what they regard as the
qualifications of a health inapeector. I wrote
to the hoard asking for information with
regard to the appointment of the secreiary.
In reply they quoted to me a copy of
letter they had sent to the Medical Depart-
ment:—

When the board made this appointment they
togk into consideration the main factor which
in their opinion is essential to the appoint-
ment, that is, the engineering capabilities of
those who applied. It was the unanimons de-
cision of the board that Mr. Eckersley’s cre-
dentials were, in this respeet, far ahead of
any other applicant. Whilst admitting that
the health inspector’s Auties are also to be
scriously considered, the hoard are of the
opinten that Mr. Eckersley ean and will con-
scientionsly carry out this work both to the
satigfaction of your department and the board,
if given the opportunity. As I stated in my
previous letter, Mr. Eckersley is willing to
atudy and sit for examination to obtain the
necessary certificate required by your depart-
ment.

It will be seen that the main factor was the
engineering capabilities of the man who ap-
plied.

Mr. Lindsay: And that is most important.

Miss HOLMAN: The next factor to be
taken into eonsideration was hook-keeping,
and secretarial eapaecity.  Apparently the
last matler to be taken into consideration by
the board was that relating to health inspee-
tion. I would like to see power given fo
Yocal boards to appoint honorary inspectors.
I knew uf many men in the timber centres
who, from a sense of what is right, would be
only too willing to accept such positions if
they knew that their requests or recommen-
dations would have any weight if sent to the
Health Department. If they knew that their
reeommendations would be enforced they
wonld be willing to act, but withont power
it would be useless. Throughout the timber
centres typhoid fever ig endemic. Dauring
1922 there were over 100 cases of typhoid
fever that came from Nanga Brock and
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Hotham Valley. Of those about 30 per
cenl. of the patients died. In one small
camp of 40 men at Nanga Brook landing
there were six deaths. A serious outbreak
of typhoid fever took place at Worsley this
year. Typhoid fever is rampant throughont
the yesr in the fimber areas.

Hoa G. Taylor: Is that owing to bad
sanitalion ¥

Miss HOLMAN: Yes, mamly.

Hon. G. Taylor: I think the water sup-
ply had a lot to do with it.

Miss HOLMAN: The health inspectors
assure me that the water supply has not
much to do with it. 1 do not know whether
that is right but I think that the water sup-
ply bas a good deal to do¢ with it. I am
assured, however, that it is more a guestion
of bad sanitation, bad housing and pollution
of tood supplies. I was told that st omne
centre there is no proper place for disposing
of the rubbish and it is merely deposited in
the bush. Tt is pet put into a pit at all.
At one centre the married men have no con-
veniences at all and the single men are
merely provided with a pit. Hon. members
can imagine how the flies will earry infeetion
in such circumstances. I woald like to see
something done regarding inoculation against
typhoid fever throughout the timber areas.
The milk supplies require better supervision,
as well as the water supplies. Dealing with
hospital matters the Honorary Minister will
remember that I asked him some questions
regarding the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital. I was informed that the cost of up-
keep of that institution to the State was
£980 last year. It is a very fine institution
and compares favourably with any similar
instifution throughout Australia. The cost
of upkeep is not very great, but the condi-
tiong at the hospital are net such as will
allow nurses to secure their training. The
Minister informed me that the question of
doing away with the preminm of £15 that
has to be paid by nurses before they can
enter the institution for training, was under
consideration. 1 would be glad to hear from
him as to whether anything has been dore
in that direction. It should be remembered
that nurses, while undergoing their training
in another hospital, are only paid a smali
salary and have no opportunity to save
money.

Mr. Thomson: They get hardly enongh
to clothe themselves decently.

Miss HOLMAN: I mentioned the saving
aspect because it 1s necessary to have moneyv
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in order that the nurses may pay the pre-
mium necessary if they desire to undergo
the midwifery eourse at the King Edward
diemorial Hospital. If a trained nurse de-

. sires to do that, she has to pay not only the

premium but has to keep herself for six
months during which she gets no salary. 1f
she is an unirained nurse, she has to be pre-
pared to keep herself for 12 months, Some-
thing should be done to remedy that position,

Mr. Teesdale: But they get very valuable
experience.

Mr. Corboy: And they give very valuable
services during that period.

Mr. Teesdale: They inust get their experi-
ence somewhere.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
for Forrest has the floor.

Miss HOLMAN: While they gain valu-
able experience, it is not possible tor all
norses to have that advantage. Only a few
of them ean afford to pay the premium and
maintain themselves for the necessary period
in order to undergo the course of training.
It is most valuable to the State to see that
children are brought into the world under
the best conditions,

Mr. Corboy: And as many nurses as pos-
sible should have that training.

Miss HOLMAN: The Minister informed
me that since the institution was established
nine years ago £1,800 odd bad been spent on
upkeep and repairs, I know that £10,000
was allocated to the institution by the Brit-
ish Red Cross Society, but I am in doubt as
to whether that amount was spent on new
buildings and new wards, or whether some
was spent on repairs o the existing wards.
T do not think the money shonld have been
expended in the latter direction. As to the
bours that the nurses have to work, they are
supposed to be on duty 1034 hours. I am
informed that they sign on at 6.30 a.m. and
sign off at 6.30 p.m., presumably 1145 hours
being allowed for meals. Nevertheless there
is a spread of 12 hours and not 10%. No
salary is paid to the nurses. Last year
000 cases were attended at the haspital,
of which 861 were without actnal medical
agsistance.  Only one mother died dering
confinement. That is a fine reecord. I
am informed that at Sydney, where they
have ante-natal treatment, ount of 1,000
cases treated there was only one death.
Here, without any anpte-natal treatment,
there was only one death out of 300 cases.
I think it can be reasonably assumed that
in view of this rvecord the King Edward

The member
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Memorial Hospital is a very fine instilu-
tion indeed. The matron was recently sent
to the Eastern States to undergo a special
training course. The Infant Health Assoc-
iation here, which is subsidised by the Gov-
ernment fo the extent of £200, is importiog
nurses from the Eastern States to do work
that we eould do if we had an ante-natal
ward at the King Edward Memorial 1los-
pital. In the East they have both ante-natal
and post-natal wards and if we lad that
advantage we would be able to train our own
nurses without iraporting any from Sydnaey.
I believe the cost of such a ward would be
about £2,700 and that £500 has alveady been
raised by the women of Perth.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: It would cost more
than that.

Miss HOLMAN : Even if it did cost more,
it would be worth while. Ixpectant mothers
have to be taken into the ward at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital where they have
to be treated amongst others who are already
in labour. While the newly arrived expeec-
tant mothers cannot see the other patients.
.they can hear what is going on. This ‘¢
unnerving to the expectant mothers and is
not in their best interests. An ante-natal
ward would, therefore, he of great assist
ance.

The Minister for Lands: In the country
some mothers have to be taken fo hos-
pitals by means of a horse and dray.

Mr. Thomson: But you would not advo-
cate that sort of thing.

The Minister for Lands: No, but T would
advoeate more hospitals in the country and
net so many improvements in the city.

Miss HOLMAN: That reminds me that
the Railway Department has granted a con-
cession to women travelling for a distance of
more than 50 miles from their residence
to a hospital. Women in the eountry may
possibly take adwantage of that concession,
but I am aware that the conditions in the
country are not all they should be. Any
improvements that can he made will be worth
while.

ME. THOMSON (Katanning) [941]: I
coneratnlate the member for Forrest (Miss
Holman) on the manner in which she
has dealt with this question. Some
members have advoeated the eslablishment
of lareer central hospitals, thus cutting
out the small ones. T do not agree
with thal contention hut rather with the
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interjection of the Minmister for Lands.
Those who live in the country distriets
know of many cases as were puggested
by the Minister for Lauds. . For that reascn
the bulk of the people in the smaller centrer
are anxious to have their little hospuials. I
have been fortunate in my eleelorate. The
Katanning district is under a debt of grali-
tude to the present Administration for hav-
ing provided us with sach an exeellent hos-
pital at a eost of over £10,000. The people
of the distriet have rated themselves to pro-
vide interest and sinking fund on half tlat
cost.

Hon. G. Taylor: A wealthy place like
Katanning should have built its own hos-
pital.

Mr, THOMSON: The memher for M.
Margaret (Hon., G. Taylor) was Chairman
of the Perth Hospital Board for some time.
We recognise that that institution is to a
great extent a national hospital, but it would
be interesting to know how much the people
of Perth have contributed towards the eree-
tion and upkeep of the Perth Haspital.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think they have
contributed anything towards the upkeep.

Mr. THOMSON: We in Katanning have
shown an example to the matropolitan area
of what should be done.

Mre. Sampson: All the country districts do
that.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so.

The Minister for Lands: Perth raised
£10,000 last year.

Hon. 3. Taylor: And £7,000 the year he-
fore that.

Mr. THOMSON: But what I have men-
tioned regarding Katanning was a voluntary
act. When we take into consideration the
larger population in the metropolitan area
and the wealth that is congregated there,
I think it will be admitted that we in Kat-
anning stand head and shoulders over the
metropolitan area.

The Minister for Lands:
wealth.

Mr. THOMSON: I wish that were trne;
I mean in the matter of attending to our
own requirements. We bave rated ourselves
to raise half the capital cost of erecting the
Katanning Hospital, a sum of £5,000, and
we have a committee who have raised £1,250
and provided for the hospital the most up-
to-date operafing table in Aunstralia.  Tie
necessary requnisites have also heen provided
to obviate the need for people having to go

You mean in
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to the metropolitan area to reeeive proper
treatment. We also bave an X-ray piant,
one-half of the cost of whieh thz yecple
subseribed. The country hospital commit-
tees have done splendid work, and their
efforts should be recognised. 1f is rvegret-
table that in some districts the eitizeas take
no interest in the Government hospiiais pro-
vided there. But even where there are
Government Hospitals tbe formation of a
committee should be authorised, somewhat
on the lines of the Parents and Citizens'
Associations connecied with the State
schools, so that the people would feel they
had a real interest in the local hospital.

Mr. Withers: What contrel would you
give them?

Mr. THOMSOXN : They could raise funds
locully, and see that the grounds of the hos-
pital did not get into the deplorable condi-
tion that has been a feature of many Govern-
ment hospitals, I think the Government
would do well to subsidizse the maintenance
of country hospitals. This wowld mean in-
ereasing the vote, but I must say that the
present Minister and the previous Minister
have given all pessible considerstion to the
requests of country districts so far as funds
would permit. The Government have pro-
vided for the Perth Public Hospital £37,350;
for the Children’s Hospital £1,500, and for
the I'remantle Hospital £6500, 1 do not
suggest Lhat those amounts should be re-
duced. IFrom the statement of the member
for Menzies (Mr. Panton) we realise the
dillicultics confronting the Perth Hospital
Board, but ecountry hospitals are up
against similar diffeulties. Socme distriets
have a Government hospital, and the
maintenance of it ecosts  the residents
not a penny piece. The whole of
the financial responmsibility is borne by
the Government and the patients. [ am
pleased to say that the Katanning hospital
is fulfilling its important funetion. At
present it is practically full of patients.
One hospital in my district was so over-
crowded that the operating room had to be
used as a maternity ward, and the doctor
stated that if any more male patients wera
admitted, the morgue would have ta be
used as a ward. One patient had to be
corried on another 26 miles to Katanning
beeause the hospital to which he was first
taken cculd not accommodate im, The
Perth Hospital has not arrived at the stage
of being so pressed for room as to have to
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utilise the morgue for live patienis. I hope
the Government will decide that the small
hospitals which are doing such good work
will be placed on the same hasis as the
Perth Hospital. The big hospitals are
situated in the centre of population,
whereas patients in the country distriets
have often to travel 30 or 40 miles to reach
a doctor or a bospital. In some districts
patients, after travelling that distance to
a doector, have bad to be sent further on
because the doctor had not the facilities
to treat them. Recently I was in the
Toodyay district and the medical officer
stated that owing to the lack of X-ray
plant, he often had to send patients on fo
the hespitals at Northam and Perth, be-
causr he had net the facilities to treat
them. [ hope that when the Minister re-
plies, he will indicate the policy of the
Government. I was struck by a statement
made by the member for Menzies, who is a
member of the P’erth Hospital Board, that
plans had heen prepared for accommoda-
tion for the nurses and approved by the
Medieal Department, and he wanted to
know whether the Medieal Department had
not authority over the Works Department
to get the watter finalised. When I was
speaking on the Estimates of the Works
Department a few nights ago, I stated that
each department should have its money
allocated to it. Here we have a conerete
case submiited by the member for Menzies
showing that the Medical Department have
approved of plans for much needed accom-
modation for nurses, and yet they have to
wait on the doorstep of the Works Depart-
ment to find out when it will be provided.

Hon. G. Taylor: That ohtains in all the
departments,

Mr. THOMSON: It does not follow that
that is right.

The Minister for Lands: The drawing of
plans does not provide the money. The
Works Department draw the plans.

Mr. THOMSON : We know that the
Medieal Department had approved of the
expenditure.

The Minister for Lands: No; they had
approved of the plans.

Mr. THOMSON: I jotted down the re-
marks of the member for Menzies.

Hon. G. Taylor: I have been dealing with
similar matters for years, and you ars
wrong.
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Mr. THOMSON: The member for Mt,
Margaret has not dealt with this partieular
case. The member for Menzies said that
the additional accommodation for the
nurses had been approved by the Medical
Department, and he wanted to know
whether they had not authority over the
Works Department to get it provided. Who
authorised the preparation of the plans in
the first instance?

The Minister ior Lands: But the Public
Works Department cannot take action unlil
the Treasurer finds the money.

The Premier: [f we bad everybody de-
ciding tor himself, we would want millions
more,

Mr. THOMSON: The Education Depart-
ment put up to the Treasury the amount of
money they estimate they will require for
the erection of new buildings during the
year, and the amount they estimate they
will need for maintenance and additions to
existing buildings. When those amounts
have been approved, they come hefore Par-
liament. My point is that the Minister in
charge of the Health Department knows of
the estimated requirements being submitted
to Parliament. He can then allocate the
expenditure, He can tell one member, ‘*I
czn give you a hospital,” and he will say
to another member, ‘‘I cannot grant you
what you want.”

[Mr. Panion took the Chair.]

The Premier: You would have everyone
eontrolling the Treasury! Everybody can-
not be Treasurer.

Mr. THOMSON: I am nof suggesting
anything of the kind.

The Premier : Suppose the Treasurer
finds his revenue not ¢oming up to expesta-
tions by hundreds of thousands of pounds;
will he not try fo ent down expenditure?

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister in charg-:
of a department has absolute confrol of
that department.

Hon, G. Taylor: You do not know the
procedure in the Government.

Mr. THOMSON: I know that the present
procedure is extremely cumbersome. Various
sountry hospital committees are up against
a heavy task, and musl raise large sums of
money. As the committees work in a
voluntary capacity, the Governrent should
assist them to the fullest axtent, consist-
ently with due regard for the finances.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Committee liospitais shoald be placed on
the same basis as the I'arth Hospital, the
Children’s Hospital, and the ¥Fremantle
Hospital, and should as far as possible re-
ceive a pound for pound subsidy from the
Government, 1 should be pleased if the
Honorary Minister, when replying, could
give an intimation to that effect. My dis-
triet has reeeived from the Medical Depart-
ment every reasynable consideration. We
have not been gianted everything we would
like, but we have been treated with every
courtesy. [ creatly regret that last
session’s Bill to authorise lotteries in aid
of charities was not passed. It would have
materially assisted the finances, agd no one
in the State would bhave been one peuny the
worse. [ am glad the Honorary Minister
will get about £16,000 from the entertain-
ments tax, as he is in charge of depart-
ments which are purely spending and in
no way Tevenue-earning.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) {10.10]:
I wish fo remind the Honorary Minister that
the peop.le at Hall’'s Creek are still awaiting
the appointment of a Government doctor.
Hall's Creek has a population of about 250,
who are over 240 miles away from a quali-
fied medieal practitioner. The oceupation of
a pastoral employee involves constant lia-
bility to serious accident, and the people of
the district are also subject to fever out-
breaks., Something ought to be done for peo-
ple situated so far away and so awkwardly
from the aspect of medical care. We have an
eflicient Inland Mission nursing station,
which i3 highly appreciated; but the need
for the services of a medical man is urgent.
In the event of a serious accidemt the in-
jured man would have to be conveyed by
the eru'est method of transport over some
240 miles. 1 hope the Honorary Minister
will give the matter his serious consideration
and induce the Treasurer to produce the
necessary money for the appointment. Then
my constituents will not be slow to shower
bouquets upon the Minister.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [10.12]: In
view of the funds a$ the Honorary Minister’s
disrosal, I sympathise with him in his diffi-
enl‘ies. He is up against a tough proposi-
tion. I desire to bring under his notice the
¢ nditions prevailine at the Bunbury Hos-
pit=l, a Government hospital, the condnct of
whi-h does not compare favourably with
private hospitals ranning in  opposition.
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The Bunbury Hospital bas two doctors who
take it turn ahont, month by month, to act
as residental medical officer. There is mo
definite resi.ent medical officer. The posi-
tion would nol be 50 bad werz it not that
these two doctors have a certain amount of
control over and some interest in private
hospitals. When injured people who are
eatitled to comjensation come in from the
country, they are recommended to go into &
private hospital, the doctors knowing that
there is money coming and that the hospital
will pet its fees. It is true that such patients
do not get any better treatment at the pn-
vate hospital than they would at the Bun-
bury hospital. Indigent cases are all sent to
the Government hospital, and the State has
to stand the loss. I know the Honorary Min-
ister rcalises the position, becanse I have
been rather a pest to him as the vesnlts of
requests made to some people who are in-
digent and not in a position to pay their
hospital dues, The Minisier has been good
enough to write off about £30 of sueh dues
in all.

Hon, S. W. Munsie: In cases where it
bas been absoluiely impossible to collect.

Mr. Lambert: That is the only reason
which would prompt you to write an amount
off,

Mr. WITHERS: A petition is being eir-
culated now, asking that the Bunbury Hos-
pital shonld be placed under the control of
a board. T realise how difficult it is for a
Minister to be in charge of a hospital 120
miles away from Perth. I have had com-
plaints from patients in the Bunbury Hos-
pital regarding the food supplhied. They
are patients in fairly good health, but sof-
fering from injury. The matron informed
me thai the provision was according to the

_ departmental diefary seale, By the time one
comes to Perth to lodge the complaint with
the department and somebody is sent to
Bonbury to investigate the malter, the pa-
tient in all probability has taken his
departure. If a loeal! board were ap-
pointed, these complaints could he in-
vestigated on the spot and remedied
straight away. The same thing applies re-
garding fees.  The Minister for Health
eauses inquiries to be made when applica-
tions are made for a remission of does. At
the same time, T do not think the Minister
has at his disposal the same facilities as
would be available to a loeal board, becanse
the local reople would know the conduct
of the patient and conld investigate the mat-
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ter more advantageously. Again the Min-
ister has my sympathy in that regard. The
surroundings of the Bunbury Hospital are
anything but what they should be. The local
municipal council has taken over the grounds
with a view to beautifying them.

Mr, Sampson: Is the honour drive to be
proceeded with?

Mr, WITHERS.: Yes, but the muniei-
pality is a poorer institulion than even the
Public Health Department and is up against
the financial problem. However, if a local
board of control were appointed, more in-
terest would be taken in the institution,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There is no objection
to banding it over if you ean get the board.

Mr, WITHERS: I am endeavouring to
bring that about, for I believe it would be
much better for ns, The amount provided
for Government and public hospitals is in-
adequate, but I trust that arrangements will
be made to enable patients fo be properly
catered for and not necessitate them being
sent to private hospitals for treatment.

MR, TEESDALE (Rocbourne) [10.18]:
I have nothing to eompliment the Honorary
Minister about hecause I have not had any-
thing from him. I am rather inclined to
support the member for Kimberfey (Mr.
Coverley). We seldom make complaints, un-
less we hear these very self-satisfied members
from the rural districts. ¥t makes one, to
speak figuratively, sweat blood when one
hears the remarks of some of these members.
The flood of adunlation causes the Honorary
Minister to get behind the Speaker’s dais
to hide his blushes. It makes one bewildered
to hear that the member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) is able to get £5,000 for his hos-
pital without the slightest advertising, It
takes a long time to get £5,000. I seem to
start three years ahead, at the end of which
time a small amount that I may be seeking
is just about landed.

Mr. Thomson: It took mne over 10 years.

Mr. TEESDALE: It seems as thongh all
some members have to do is to inveigle the
Minister down to the Great Southern or
somewhere in the Midland districts and the
next thing we know is that £5,000 is made
available for some local hospital. No won-
der it makes the member for Kimberley.a
little unsettled. There is no doubt about it,
the position at Hall’s Creek is perfectly
dreadful. The member for Kimberley was
not exaggerating when he referred to what
obtains up North. He was nol exaggerating
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when he talked about the unfortunate man,
with a shattered limb, pushing along in an
old iin Lizzie for a distanece of 250 miles
or more, If that were done down here in
the metropolitan area or in the eountry dis-
tricts, what a howl there would be! We
would have scare headings in the “Daily
News” and haif a column in the “West,”
and something scathing in the “Sunday
Times.” If such a thing happened down
south, we would have indigation meefings at
Katanning and elsewhere and deputations
would wait upon the Minister for Public
Health protesting against such a scandalous
affair. We bave been putiing up with these
things for 40 years in the North. In Roe-
bourne there was only one poor unfortunate
woman struggling with the maternity cases
requiring attention there. 1 did not see
any sympathetic letters, nor did I hear any
objection (uken (o the that sort of thing.
That was just up North and I suppose it was
good enough for them. It makes one feel
pained when we hear members talking about
their beautiful airy wards, wide spacions
verandabs and all the other advantages that
are enjoyed down here. It scems to me that
down here the people are getting a good deal
of what we would like a little up North,
I cannot get tiie Honorary Minister to visit
our part of the State and certainly I eannot
get the Premier. We shall have to organise
an expedition led by the member for Kim-
berley, backed up by myself and assisted hy
the member for I'ilbara {Mr, Lamond).

Mr. Withers: The Royal Commission will
fix that up. ‘

Mr. TEESDALE: I would like to take
members up North and show them what our
people have fo put up with. It is only once
a ycar that T inflict this sort of complaint
upon hon. members, but the fact remains
that these disabilities exist. It is rotien that
we should be subject to sonthern laws and
southern regulations, It is iniquitous. Even
if there is a small deficit in conneetion with
the Medical and Health Depariment, it
should nof be forgotten that there are such
places ag Halls Creek and other hospitals
where they counld do with a little more medi-
cal assistance. Just imagine what happens
up there. A man may have to race {o Marble
Bar, 120 miles away, in order to atfend
a cage there. Before the doetor geis pro-
perly going, a serious case is reported from
Hedland and the doctor has to duck over to
see what ean be done, Before he gets there,
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there is a report of a serious accident at the
De Grey. 1t is a dreadful position, because
someone must suffer. If one receives atfen-
tion, the others have to be neglected in the
meauntime.

The Premier: What a dreadful place it is
for accidents!

Mr. TEESDALE: I referrved to only one
accident and two cases of illness, I know
the Premier realises that T am not exaggerat-
ing. When we consider the thousands of
windmills that are used in the North, it is
little wonder that serious accidents occur.
Yet I do not know of any other part that is
so destitute of medical attention. 8till, the
people put up with the conditions and possi-
hly will continue to do so. Some of the
doetors have a bard existence, but I do not
know that I need say much about that. 1
think there is one old chap who has been up
there too long. 1 do not think he gives the
crowd a chance to-day. He is apt to adopt
too drastic methods. He is the sort of man
who says to himself: ““Lhis is my cbance to
get home on this chap for all time.” And
he does so. That sort of thing should not be
allowed. The Government should see that
an alteration is made. The member for
Kimberley has to stand the racket regarding
this partienlar matter,

The Premier: Buf we get considerable re.
venue from his fines.

Mr. TEESDALE: And thank God 1 was
instrumental in getling some of it back., I
do not think we are too friendly since that
time., 1 would plead with the Minister,
shonld he have a few pounds that he can
make available at any time; to send up a
medical man to work through the distriet,

"Mr. A, Wansbrough: By aeroplane?

Mr; TEESDALE: I do not kunow that 1
need complain too mueh.  Our hospital
15 without a lot of the windows and the
floor boards are broken here and there, so
that the people have to walk carefully from
plank to plank. However, we do not com-
plain so long as things do not get too ser-
ious.

HON. 5. W. MURSIE (Honorary Min-
ister—Hannang—in reply) [10.25]: The
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) said that
I had not referred to the Wooroloo Sana-
torium. I did not do so in my opening re-
matks, Some considerable time ago a de-
perimental committee was appointed con-
sisting of thre¢ doctors, the seeretary of the
Health Department and the Under Seeratary
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to the Chief Secretary. The committee
made a thorough investigation and sub-
mitted a very fine report. The Govermment
have agree. to adopt the recommendations,
bui I cannot say definitely when the altera-
tions at Wooroloo will actnally take place.
An expenditure of between £500 and £600
is necessary at West Subiaco to carry out
alterations before we can transfer some of
the palients from TWooroloo to the West
Subiace institution. XNothing can be done
until that work is completed. The present
sanatorium 2t Woorolno is not a sanatorium
at all. Tbe conditions that obtain there do
not give the doctors a fair chanee and cer-
tainly the patients who are suffering from
tuberenlosis are not given a fair chanee. I
hope that lhe committee’s recommendations
will be carried out as soon as possible. With
regard to the deep-therapy treatment at the
Perth Hospital, the position there is similar
to that regarding other matters. The neces-
sary money cannot be obtained yet. While
I bave been in charge of the department I
have made arrangements regarding that
treatment and I understand that to date five
people have received deep-therapy treatment
for growths, principally for eancer.
Mr. Richardson: Sueecessfully?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: I cannot say.
I know that in f{wo instances the treat-
nment was unsuecesful, but in one instance
the doetor tells me that he believes the
treatment will be whelly sueccessful. I trust
that he is rightt We have entered into
an agreement with the two doetors who have
deep-therapy plants and we get a coneession
for the people we send to them for treat-
ment. The member for Swan also mentioned
that great credit should be given to the local
hoards of health. T do not wish to detract
from the work they are doing, but the posi-
tion throughout Western Australia regard-
ing health inspection is not what it should
be. I can reply to the statements for both
the member for Forrest (Miss Holman) and
the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) in the
one explanation. The member for Forrest
referred to country inspections and the letter
she read was not the only one of that de-
seription received by the department. There
are two or three other country districts where
secretarys have heen anpointed for the road
boards. Tn some instances the secretarys are
also the he~Ith inspectors if such officers are
aprointed. Thev say that first of all his
qualifigations must be those of an engineer,
and secon”ly those of a clerieal man, while
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his qualifications as a health inspector take
only third place.

Mr. North: That used to be sp even in
Cottesloe.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: There is a scheme
afgot at present. The Health Department
are cirgularising the various health antheri-
ties to see if it can be put into operation
without cost to the State, Dr. Atkinson in-
forms me that he believes it ean be made
workable. The idea is to map out the State
into districts and get one inspector to eover
as many as aix of them. Dr. Atkinson says
that in closely settled districts one man
could do more than six. Under this system
the amount that each local authority would
have to pay towards the inspector’s salary
would be very small indeed.

Mr. Heron: In some districts the local
authorities are compelled to have qualified
health inspectors, whilst in others it is not
insisted upon. Why the difference?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Simply beecause
we have not the power to enforee it in all
distriets. At every seaport we have the
power.

Mr. Heron: But ours is not a seaport.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE : The matter did not
come before me for consideration. We have
power to compel a municipality to appoint a
fully qualified health inspector, but 1 know
it is not done in all instanees. Where the
local anthority does appeint a health inspec-
tor, I contend that that inspector should
have the highest qualifications,

Mr. Latham: You mean for the money
available,

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: He should have
ab least the guslifications of a health inspee-
tor. Tn many places those appointed health
ingpectors do not know as much about the
work as 1 do.

Mr. Sampson: Still they are diligent in
earrying out instruetions.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: That is not the
point. If such a man is not fully qualified,
he is not fit for the job. The member for
Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) asked whether any part
of the inerease in the Vote was due to in-
creased salaries for nurses. I may tell him
ihat £80 is for annual grade inereases, while
£800 is for increased salaries to narses. The
member for Claremont (Mr. North) said he
thought the Health Department was not
taking sufficiently drastie aetion to eompel
people to have their places sewered or, alter-
natively, to go in for septic tanks. In a
municipality having a qualifled health in-
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spector and a local lhealth board, the Health
Departinent has no power, except in respect
of public buildings. I have had some con-
versations with the Prineipal Medical Officer
and with Dr. Dale on the subject of septic
tanks, and I am not satisfied that the system
adopted in many places in Claremont is the
best possible, The Health Department is
not enamoured of the system. It may be alt
right in isolated cases, but if it were gener-
ally adopted it would lead to trouble.

Mr. North, Ii is compulsory in Adelaide.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: The member for
Katanning (Mr, Thomson) raised a point in
respect of the work being done at the Kat-
anning hospital by the local Comforts Fund
Committee. Whilst I give that committee
every credit for the good work they are do-
ing, I must say that there is at the Perth
Hospital a similar committee doing three
times the amount of work. The member for
Kimberley {Mr. Coverley) stressed the neces-
sitv for appointing a doctor for Hall's
Creek. T took up the request when pre-
viously he made it. I went fully into it and
got the Principal Medical Officer to con-
sider it. Dr. Atkinson says it would not be
possible fo get any doctor to go there for
less than £1,000 per annum, and it is doubt-
ful if even at that salary any medical man
would stop there for 12 months. Already
we are subsidising the institution there, with
its two nurses, and while I sympathise very
much with the hon. member’s request, still
if we have to spend up to £1,000 to provide
a medical practitioner for every similarly
gmall eommunity—of which we have many—
the Treasurer will not have a shilling left
for anything elze. The member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Withers) brought up the guestion
of allowing the local hospital to revert to a
local ecommittee. If he can get a eommittee
o take it over, he is weleome to it. We have
no objection to the hospital going back to
a local commitiee.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: Does that apply to
Albany also?

Hon. 5. W, MUNSIE: Yes, certainly.
We do not want to run a hospital if the
local people will take it over and Tun it
for themselves. As to the point mentioned
by the member for Bunbury in respect of
accident cases and the private hospitals, T
have heard that from other plaeces. Sinee
the new Workers’ Compensation Act has
come into operation and people meeting with
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aceidents ure entitled to expemses up to
£100, there is no doubt that in some dis-
tricts the doctors are making a welter of it
1 do not know how we can overcome the
diffieulty. As to the point raised by the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale), I
admit that he has not had any extra assist-
anee for his constituency from the Medical
Department during the past year and a half,
On these Estimates he has had a fair deal.
The Government are spending a consider-
able amount of money up there in another
direction, even though it is not being spent
hy the Health Department.

Ttem—Wooroloo Sanatorium, £14,232:

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like to hear
from the Honorary Minister what hag been
done concerning the installation of an X-ray
plant at this institution.

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: It was decided
that if the committee’s recommendation were
put into effect, and X-ray plant would be
supplied. That has been done, We believe
even with that we are saving £300 this year.

Item — School hygiene,
£500:

Mr. SLEEMAN: Will this officer oper-
ate in one parficular area, or all over the
State?

Hon, 5. W, MUNSIE: When the Esti-
ments are passed, applications will be in-
vited for the position of sehool dentist. He
will work in the metrapolitan area to begin
with.

school dentist,

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1043 p.m.



